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FOREWORD 
By GEORGE A. KIRAZ 


The Chronicle of Michael the Great (also known as Michael the Syrian) is a universal history that 
begins with the creation of the world and ends in 1195 AD. Perhaps it is the largest medieval chroni- 
cle known. It is important for historians of different periods and subjects, spanning from the Byzan- 
tine world up to the period of the Crusades, including the early rise and development of Islam. Some 
of its sources are lost, and for this reason it is sometimes the only witness. The aim of Texts and 
Translations of the Chronicle of Michael the Great is to provide scholars with the tools necessary for the 
study of the Chronicle. 

Volume 1, The Edessa-Aleppo Syriac Codex of the Chronicle of Michael the Great, offers for the very 
first time the Syriac text of the unique manuscript containing the Chronicle, dated 1598, in facsimile 
form. I am grateful to Mor Gregorios Yuhanna Ibrahim, Syrian Orthodox Metropolitan of Aleppo, 
who accepted to act as editor of this volume. Access to the codex is a history in its own right. The 
Edessan community of Aleppo, the custodians of the codex, has been protective and seldom permit- 
ted that it be shown, let alone photographed. During 1991 and 1992, Juan Nadal Cafiellas, with 
funding from the late Mrs Anna Maria Aletti of Rome, directed a project to digitize Syriac manu- 
scripts in the Middle East, with the permission of the Syriac Orthodox Patriarchate.' The first expe- 
dition in 1991 covered material from Mardin and Tur Abdin. The second expedition in 1992, which 
R. Lavenant joined, aimed at microfilming the Aleppo codex. After much difficulty in opening the 
safe where the codex was kept, the codex was photographed by a local photographer. Three micro- 
films were produced: the first deposited with Mor Gregorios Yuhanna Ibrahim, the second with the 
library of the Pontifical Oriental Institute in Rome, and the third sent, with the surprise of the re- 
cipient, to Sebastian P. Brock. Only a few scholars were aware of the microfilms, and these were sel- 
dom used for research. In 2007 I produced three additional microfilms and high quality digital im- 
ages for archival purposes, as well as a limited printed "edition"? of five copies for the purpose of 
depositing them at various key institutions. This covert operation was happily interrupted when 
permission was granted in 2008 to produce the current edition from the original codex. In July 2008, 
during a Symposium on Jacob of Edessa held in Aleppo, Sebastian P. Brock and I, in conjunction 
with Mor Gregorios Yuhana Ibrahim and with feedback from Columba Stewart O.S.B., put forward a 
proposal to the Edessans of St. George parish to permit the publication of a color facsimile edition. 
With encouragement from Mor Gregorios, the parish accepted the proposal. Had it not been for 
this happy development, Volume 1 of this series would have been simply a reproduction of Jean- 
Baptiste Chabot's somewhat unsatisfactory edition. 

Volumes 2-4 reproduce Chabot's French translation of the Syriac text with annotations and in- 
dices. Readers must take care realizing that the translation was made from Chabot’s edition, which is 
reproduced here in Volume 10. 

Volumes 5-7 are devoted to the Arabic Garshuni version of the Chronicle, produced by John 
Shuqayr, Metropolitan of Damascus, in 1759. 'This version exists in four manuscripts. Volume 5 
gives a facsimile of the Sadad manuscript edited by Mor Silwanos Boutros Issa Al-Nemeh, Volume 6 





1 Email communication from Juan Nadal Cañellas. 

2 [George A. Kiraz], ania amas rai Leas razı Washam / The Chronicle of Michael the Syrian, Facsimile of the 
Edessa-Aleppo Manuscript, Limited Edition of Five Copies for Private Circulation Printed on October 26, 2007. When permission 
was granted to photograph the codex, four copies were distributed as follows: 1. Kiraz private collection, 2. Beth Mar- 
dutho Library, 3. Oxford (privately), and 4. Münster (privately). 
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gives a facsimile of the Jerusalem manusctipt edited by Mor Severius malke Mourad. Volume 7 gives 
a facsimile of the Mardin manuscript edited by Mor Philoxenos Saliba Ozmen. The fourth manu- 
script is in London, British Library Or. 4402. 

Volumes 8 and 9 are devoted to an Armenian epitome made during the thirteenth century 
which survives in two recensions. Volume 8 gives one of the recensions, edited by a monk named 
Vartan and published in Jerusalem in 1871. A French translation by Victor Langlois of another Ar- 
menian recension is given in volume 9. 

Volume 10 gives a reproduction of Chabot’s Syriac edition which can serve as a tool to com- 
pare Chabot’s text with the original manuscript in volume 1. 

It is my sincere hope that scholars and students will now have at their disposal the entire corpus 
related to the Chronicle of Michael the Syrian in one place. Should further material come to light, it 
will appear in subsequent volumes. 


PREFACE 
By MOR GREGORIOS YUHANNA IBRAHIM 


Ever since my divine call for the episcope of Aleppo on 4" March 1979, I have been nurturing a 
passionate dream, that one day I will witness this rare and unique manuscript of the Chronicle of 
Mar Michael the Syrian the Great in print and accessible to scholars. This exclusive and unrivaled 
manuscript is a part of the Edesseans Codices in our custody, a collection of about 300 Syriac manu- 
scripts. The entire collection was recovered, rescued and brought along to the safety of Aleppo with 
the Edessean community after their mass and final exodus from Urfa, the ancient Edessa, in 1924. 
Currently, this manuscript is deposited at the library of St. George’s Church, the Church of the 
Edesseans, at the Syrian District in Aleppo, one of the Churches of our Archbishopric. 

Two decades later in 1996, we published the very first Arabic translation of this Chronicle in 
two volumes as part of our Syriac Studies series at Mardin—Edessa Publishing House in Aleppo. 
Gratitude is due to the Syrian Orthodox Archbishop of Mosul-Iraq, Mar Gregorios Saliba Shamoun 
(1979-Present). He combined his command of Syriac and Arabic with hard work culminating in the 
production of an excellent Arabic version of this chronicle. However, a comparative study between 
the French translation by J.B. Chabot and this Edessean Codex was a part of his intention, which is 
still pending. 

To mark the 1300 anniversary of St. Jacob of Edessa’s repose at the Great Monastery of Tel 
Ada on 5" June 708, the Archdiocese of Aleppo hosted an international conference 8-11" March 
2008, generously sponsored by the Edessean Syriac community of Aleppo. It was an opportunity for 
the participating scholars to view the unique Codex of Edessa in our custody. They expressed their 
wishes and the need to make a printed copy form of this important Syriac chronicle accessible to 
reseatchers and Syriophiles worldwide. Formal request was made to the Council of St. George’s. 
With unexpectedly swift momentum, the Edessean Board of Trustees, realizing the magnitude of the 
Edessean heritage, kindly granted their unanimous permission to make, for the first time, a copy of 
the Codex of Edessa available in a print form. 

Now, after a long wait, a dream came true. Considering the extraordinary private life of this 
manuscript, we are extremely glad to have this unique, surviving and extant Edessean manuscript of 
Mar Michael (the Syrian) the Great in print form and placing it at the disposal of Syriac scholars with 
the efforts of our beloved Dr. George A. Kiraz of Gorgias Press. 


Mar Michael became known as “Rabo”, “The Great” due to the distinguished quality of his 
works, which reflect his service, witness and advocacy considering the great difficulties, which 
marked the time and era of his Patriarchate. Mar Michael was also known as “The Syrian", as an 
identity indicator of belonging to the Ancient Syrian Orthodox Church; the Church which enriched 
the world heritage with the intellectual properties of its teachers, fathers, scholars, and poets. The 
zenith attends and spans for centuries from the 3rd century to the 14th century. 

According to Bar Hebraeus (d. 1286), Mar Michael the Great was born at Melitene (today Mala- 
tia in Turkey) in 1126AD to the Qandasi, a Syrian Orthodox family, his father Elia Al-Qandasi, was 
a known Syrian priest. His paternal uncle was Mar Athanasius Al-Qandasi (d.1166) the bishop of 
Ain Zarba, (Today Anazura), on the bank of the river Jihan a town in the environ of Cilicia. 

Mar Michael became a postulant for monk-hood at the local Monastery of Mar Barsoum, the 
ruins of which have been rediscovered recently. This citadel-like-monastery near Melitene served as 
a Patriarchal See from the eleventh to thirteenth century, when the Patriarchal See moved to Dayr 
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Al-Zafaran. However, previously successive Syrian Patriarchs chose different monasteries in Meso- 
potamia and in the environ of Antioch as their Patriarchal see including the Monastery of Tel Ada. 

Michael studied at the monastery of Mar Barsoum, where he became a monk, was ordained 
Rabban (priest) and eventually became the abbot of the Community of Mar Barsoum for thirteen 
yeats. Patriarch Mar Athanasius VIII (1138-1166) offered him the Bishopric of Amid (Dyir Bakir), 
but Rabban Michael declined the offer of the Episcopal vocation and preferred to retain the Abbot- 
ship of the Monastery of Mar Barsoum. 

The Church Synod convened after the death of the Patriarch in 1166 at the Monastery of 
Fusqin, (it is also known as the Barefooted Monastery), on the East bank of the Euphrates in the 
vicinity of Melitene. The convened prelates were faced with the most important act of synodical re- 
sponsibility at a juncture which made it more crucial. After long deliberations they carefully chose 
three candidates for the vacant Patriarchal Set: Rabban Ghalib Al-Shaikh, Rabban Sahda of Mount 
Edessa and Rabban Michael the Abbot of the Monastery of Mar Barsoum. 

Fully aware of the complexity of the predominantly inherited intra-church difficulties and the 
vulnerability of his church in a fluid political milieu, initially, Michael declined the synodical nomina- 
tion for this vital ecclesiastical leadership position. 

On the insistence of the synod and for the sake of church unity, and the prevalence of the spirit 
of Episcopal collegiality, Michael stipulated that his conditional acceptance would only be fulfilled if 
all bishops pledged allegiance and observance of Canon Laws. 

The Synodical Bishops were not all in favor of Michael’s stipulations and conditions. A consen- 
sus was not reached until they were assured with a passionate interjection from the renowned Syrian 
Scriptural exegesis of Mar Dionysius Jacob Bar Salibi the Bishop of Amid (+1172). The latter cham- 
pioned the importance of adhering to Canon Law, which together with scripture and dogma, is the 
knot that ties together all ecclesiastical unifying bonds, re-addresses ecclesiastical authority and pre- 
cipitates the necessary reform. 

Bar Salibi told the convened college of bishops: “with the divine providence we were given a 
very suitable leader, any defiance for his justifiable and legitimate requests can only be considered 
the work of evil.” 

Bishops were moved, and a change of hearts brought refreshment among bishops who unani- 
mously pledged to the Patriarch elect to adhere to Canon Law. 

At the relatively young age of 40, Mar Michael was consecrated as the seventy-eighth Patriarch. 
The ceremony was presided by the Catholicose and attended by 28 bishops, who handed him the 
Church’s pastoral baton and the ecclesiastical authority. Mar Michael embarked on his Patriarchal 
responsibilities with verve, enthusiasm and managed the church wisdom and firm leadership. 

The decision to move the Patriarchal See to the Monastery of Al-Zafaran (also known as St. 
Hananya), in the vicinity of Mardin-Turkey, was part of his reorganization program. Since then Al- 
Zafran served as the Patriarchal See almost uninterrupted for more than 750 years until the First 
World War. At that time, the prevailed law, order and security in the region rendered it untenable for 
the newly elected Patriarch Elias HI (1917-1932) to stay at Al-Zafaran. He ruled the Church from 
different Archdiocese until his death in India. Patriarch Ephrem Barsoum (1993-1957) had to offi- 
cially move the Patriarchal See to the city of Homs in Syria. Patriarch Jacob HI (1957-1980) moved 
the See of Antioch to the Syrian capital Damascus. 

St Michael started the year of his Patriarchate, which lasted 33 challenging years, by embarking 
on a program of pastoral visits to all diocese under his jurisdiction, which were scattered from An- 
tioch to Jerusalem and along the Mesopotamian plateaus and valleys into India. He was among the 
longest serving Syrian Orthodox Patriarchs. On his death on 7th November 1199, he was laid to rest 
in the catacomb of the Antiochean Patriarchs at his beloved Monastery of Mar Barsoum. 


PREFACE xi 


The medieval holy wats in the Middle East, accompanied with political and social turmoil and 
inter-religious foment, that marked the era of Patriarch Michael the Great (1166-1199), reflected the 
consequences of the weakness and steady decline of the authority and power of the Abbasid Caliph- 
ate (750-1242) and the incursions into the region of the successive Crusaders campaigns. As a con- 
temporary of the consecutive waves of crusades, the Chronicle of Mar Michael, in our hands, is the 
beating heart of his age, portraying a first hand witness and the feelings of the painful political de- 
velopments, which culminated in the conquering of Jerusalem in 1099 until its liberation in 1187, 
and its consequences on the entire region. 

Mar Michael stated that: “It is rather difficult to express in words the enormity of the humilia- 
tions, degradations, dreadful hardship conditions, that were sustained by the oppressed native Chris- 
tians of Damascus, Harran, Amid, Mardin, Mosul, Tikrit and the entire Kingdom". 

In addition to the pre-text of the political milieu of his age, the church was not immune from an 
inheritance of an intra-ecclesiastical vendetta, which was not less crippling. Some bishops, in their 
endeavor to undermine the unity of the church, challenged the authority of the Patriarch. Bishop 
Yohanna Al-Qaloniqi, who was excommunicated in 1174, attempted to settle old scores with the 
Patriarch by enlisting the help of the ruler of Mardin and the Atabeg Zengid Prince of Mosul Saif 
ud-Din Gazi II Mawdod (1169-1180). This brought to play the consequences of an undesirable State 
interference in the internal affairs of the Church. 

The episode of Mar Michael's student and secretary, Bishop Theodorus Ibn Wahbon of Malatya 
(d.1193), with an ambitious design for power, endeavored to highjack the authority of the patriar- 
chate. To achieve that, four excommunicated bishops performed an irregular patriarchal consecra- 
tion ordaining him as anti-patriarch with the name: Yohanna at Diyar Baker in 1180. Furthermore, 
after the death of the Catholicos or Maphrian Yohanna V (1164-1188), Bar Wahbon, endeavored to 
secure the authority of the Catholicate. A temporary resignation of Mar Michael may have been due 
to the successive intra-church disturbances and vendetta which eventually ended with the death of 
Bar Wahbon in 1193. 

The chronicle of the Anonymous Edessean treated the life of Mar Michael the Great. In spite 
of the petilous problem that punctuated his vocation as the helm of the Syrian Orthodox Church, he 
had unprecedented success on the administrative, ecumenical and intellectual levels. The Anony- 
mous Edessean, chronicled an unprecedented ecumenical initiative before the age of ecumenism; the 
grandeur reception of Mar Michael by Basilios Shoman the Bishop of Edessa. On 7th May 1167, 
Mar Michael was welcomed with an impressive procession at Antioch and ushered by the Latin cus- 
todian of the ancient Church of St. Peter the apostle, and was seated on the see of St. Peter in the 
south section of the Church of Qsena. 

Mar Michael extended his pilgrimage by spending the summer of 1167 at Antioch, during which 
he consecrated a number of Bishops at Antioch. Furthermore, in 1173, King Manuel I (1143-1180) 
sent his emissary Christophrios, who was bearing the Royal Peace Epistle, inviting Mar Michael to 
unite with the Chalcedoneans of the Byzantine World. Mar Michael received the royal emissary in 
audience, and gave him a comprehensive reply confirming the Orthodox dogma and belief of his 
Church together with some constructive proposals for the pending unity. Mar Michael, indicated his 
gut feeling that his genuine proposals for unity were doomed to be rejected by the Chalcedon eccle- 
siastical and temporal authority, he writes: “We were genuinely keen to confirm the Orthodoxy of 
out Faith and dogma. Therefore we promptly acted on the received Royal peace missile and sent our 
own emissaries to the King and to all Chalcedon Churches." 

Considering the difficulties of his age, his intellectual and administrative activities never hin- 
dered or impaired. He gave special attention to uphold and revise Canon Laws. The Synod held at 
the Zafaran (or Hanania) Monastery adopted 29 Laws adding to that 12 Laws in 1174. His works on 
liturgies are comparable and complimentary to the work of Mar Jacob of Edessa (+708). He has also 
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written Liturgy composed alphabetically, and has had two Husoyos (Sytiac for Propitiatory Prayers), 
one of them dedicated to his patron St. Barsoum. Since the work of Mar Michael, church liturgies 
had little attention apart from the updating and reforming studies of Bar Hebraeus. 

He was an ardent orator, who gave particular consideration to the spiritual underpinning of 
sermons of Sunday and feast sermons. Among his obituary work the outstanding obituary of Mar 
Dionysius Jacob Bar Salibi (+1171) eloquently state his endeavor for intra-church unity, and indicate 
his exegetical stature, and standing in the Church. 

However, he is most renowned as historiographer and chronicler. Alas many of his works do 
not sutvive ot teached us incomplete—to mention but a few, The Chronicle of St. Jacob of Edessa 
(+708), The Chronicle of Mar Dionysus of Tel-Mahre (+845), and the Chronicle of St. Michael, the 
subject of this book. 


Chronology of the Successive Translations of the Chronicle 

Itis worth mentioning that this chronicle is long known to scholars in different later dated versions. 
Initially, the Armenian Catholicos Constantine I of Cilicia (1221-1267) commissioned Fr. Yashoua 
Bar Shamas Yacob Bar Toma, who was born in Castrum Cephe or Hesn Khayafa (Kayaf or Cephe 
is the Syriac word for cliff), to make a translation in 1245. This manuscript was made available in its 
revised and abridged version translated into Armenian from a Syriac manuscript. This Armenian 
manuscript, with some corrections and partial verification was made available in print by an Arme- 
nian Monk called Wartan at Jerusalem. A French translation was also made of the Armenian. 

A rhyming Arabic translation was made available by Yohanna Shoqair Al-Sadadi, the Bishop of 
Damascus in 1759. Five copies of this translation survived in the Libraries of Dayr Al-Zafaran, Sa- 
dad, Amid, Monastery of St. Mark Jerusalem and at the British Library. 

The known French translation by Fr. Yohanna Chabot was based on a version copied in 1888 
AD or 2199 Greek, by the Deacon Goria, an Edessean Syrian calligrapher, almost 341 year after the 
wtiting of the Codex of Edessa. Chabot’s version is a photographic reproduction as a facsimile in 
four volumes and was published in Paris between the years 1899-1910. 

We have no knowledge of any comparative studies between the Codex of Edessa and the copy 
of Chabot. It remains to be seen whether the mistakes in the Chabot version will be found in the 
Codex of Edessa. 

It remains that the most recent and the only Arabic translation of the Codex of Edessa was 
translated and published in 1996 by Mar Gregorios Saliba Shamoun the Archbishop of Mosul-Iraq. 
It is the only translation from the Codex of Edessa currently at the disposal of scholars east and 
west. 

We hope that the chronicle of St. Michael the Syrian in its Codex of Edessa, which is part of the 
Edessean Codex in the custody of St George Church at the Syrian district of Aleppo, will be of 
benefit for scholars in their endeavors to advance Syriac studies and knowledge. 

It is now 810 years since the death of St. Michael and 451 years since the Codex of Edessa first 
saw the light in Edessa. With the grace of God and the benevolence of St. Michael we ate very glad 
that, at long last, the dream of making, for the first time, this oldest Syriac version in existence of the 
Chronicle of St. Michael the Great available to scholars is now a reality. It will, with no doubt, shed a 
light on the importance of its content and help the advancement of Syriac studies. 
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TEXT SUMMARY 
By SEBASTIAN P. BROCK 


Preliminary note: The folio numbers used here correspond to the Arabic foliation (to be found on each 
verso); in the one case where a number has been erroneously repeated, the second occurrence is de- 
signated as f.131bis. The number in square brackets following the folio number is the page number 
of the Syriac text in Chabot’s edition; since this is also indicated in his French translation, it should 
thus prove easy to correlate the text of the Edessa-Aleppo manuscript with Chabot’s translation. 
Chapter numbers are not always provided in the manuscript, and where these are absent they have 
been supplied here (and in Chabot’s translation) in square brackets. Likewise, not all chapters have 
titles in the manuscript; where this is the case, brief titles giving an indication of the contents have 
been supplied in square brackets. Many of the Books have quite long titles, often giving indications 
of the period covered using a number of different eras; since the figures given in the manuscript 
raise many problems (especially for the later Books), from Book 10 onwards the AD dates given be- 
low have been converted from the Seleucid era figures, since these appear to be the least problem- 
atic. 


[Preface (only preserved in the Armenian translation)| 

Book1  (ffir-3v) From Adam to the Flood: 2256 years 

1r [1] chapter 1 (opening lost) [Chronology of Adam] 
chapter 2 [On Creation narrative] 
chapter 3 [Adam to Yared] 

[2] chapter 4 [Seth; pre-Flood kings] 

[3] chapter 5 [Enoch to Noah] 

2v [4] chapter 6 (5) [General corruption; building of the Ark] 

5] chapter 7 [Features of period Adam to Noah] 

3v [6] chapter 8 [Table] 


Book 2 (ff.4r-9r) From the Flood to the time of Abraham: 1081 years 
4r [7] chapter 1 [Noah's descendants] 

4v [8] chapter 2 [Descendants of Shem; division of the earth] 

5r [9] chapter 3 [Tower of Babel; descendants of Yoqtan] 

6r [11] chapter 4 [Kings after Nimrod] 

6v [12] chapter 5 [Time of Nahor] 

7r [13] chapter 6 [Abraham] 

7v [14] chapter 7 [Tables of kings etc.] 

Or [17] chapter 8 [Tables of peoples] 


Book 3 (ff.9v-15r) Canon of the Kingdoms and Kings set out by Eusebius 
9v [18] chapter 1 [Time of Abraham] 
10r [19] | chapter 2 [Abraham and Isaac (end lost)] 
[chapter 3 (lost) ] 
12r [21] [chapter 4] (opening lost) [Time of Moses] 
127 [22] chapter 5 [Wife of Moses, etc.] 
chapter 6 [Time of Moses] 
chapter 7 [Time of Moses] 


xvii 


xviii 


14v [26] 
15r [27] 


Book 4 
15r [27] 
15v [28] 


16r [29] 


16v [30] 
18r [33] 
18v [34] 
19r [35] 
19v [36] 
20v [38] 
21r [39] 
21v [40] 


chapter 8 
chapter 9 
chapter 10 


(f£.15r-347) 
chapter 1 
chapter 2 
chapter 3 
chapter 4 
chapter 5 
chapter 6 
chapter 7 
chapter 8 
chapter 9 
chapter 10 
chapter 11 
chapter 12 
chapter 13 
chapter 14 


chapter 15 
chapter 16 
chapter 17 
chapter 18 
chapter 19 
chapter 20 
chapter 21 


(££.34v-481) 
chapter 1 
chapter 2 
chapter 3 


chapter 4 
chapter 5 


chapter 6 
chapter 7 
chapter 8 
chapter 9 


[chapter 10] 


)6۲ 48-62۵ 


chapter 1 


THE EDESSA-ALEPPO SYRIAC CODEX 


[Time of Joshua] 
[Time of Judges] 


[Chronological summary] 


From beginning of Fifth millennium = Abraham 680: 835 years 
[Time of Judges] 

[Time of Judges] 

[Time of Judges] 

[Time of Judges] 

[Time of Judges] 

[Time of Judges] 

[Time of Judges: Samson] 
[Time of Saul] 

[Time of David] 

[Time of Solomon] 

[Time of divided Kingdom] 
[Time of divided Kingdom] 
[Time of divided Kingdom] 
[Time of divided Kingdom] 
Note by Jacob of Edessa 
[Time of divided Kingdom] 
[End of Kingdom] of Israel] 
[Time of Hezekiah] 

[Time of Manasseh] 

[Time of Josiah] 

[End of Kingdom of Judah] 
[Time of Nebuchadnezzar, Darius and Cyrus] 


From beginning of Sixth millennium = Darius 20 = Alexander of Mac- 
edon 1 to death of Tiberius Caesar = year of Passion: 476 years 

[Time of the Achaemenids] 

Events in the time of Nehemiah 

The beginning of the 490 years, from the restoration of Jerusalem to its 
total destruction 

The time when the empire was divided into four, and then into ten 
Discourse of Jacob of Edessa, showing how the peoples under the em- 
pire of the Greeks revolted and set up their own kings 

[Time of the Ptolemies] 

Beginning of the Maccabees 

The end of the Maccabees 

Beginning of the second empire of the Romans; on Herod, the first gen- 
tile to rule over the Jews 

[Time of Herod; life of Christ] 

[Appendix: Dionysius bar Salibi on the Apostles] 


From the year of the Passion = Adam 5542 = AG 349 = Ist year of 
Olympiad 203; up to Adam 5816: 272 years 
[Time of Tiberius, Claudius] 


50v [98] chapter 2 
52v [102] chapter 3 
53v [104] chapter 4 
55r [107] chapter 5 
56r [109] chapter 6 
57v [112] chapter 7 
58v [114] chapter 8 
59v [116] chapter 9 
61 [119] chapter 10 
Book 7 (ff.62r-83r) 
62r [12] chapter 1 
63v [124] chapter 2 
66r [129] chapter 3 
68v [134] chapter 4 
71v [140] chapter 5 
75r [147] chapter 6 
75v [148] chapter 7 
79r [155] chapter 8 
83r [163] chapter 9 
Book 8 (f£.83r-1221) 
83r [163] chapter 1 
86r [169] chapter 2 
87r [171] chapter 3 
87v [172] chapter 4 
89v [176] chapter 5 
90v [178] chapter 6 
91v [180] chapter 7 
93r [183] chapter 8 
93v [184] chapter 9 
94r [185] [chapter 10] 
103r [203] [chapter 11] 
109r [215] [chapter 12] 


110v [218] [chapter 13] 
120v [238] chapter 14 (‘24’) Events of the end of the reign of Marcian 


Book 9 (ff.122r-166r) 


122r [241] 


chapter 1-3 


125v [248] chapter 4 
126v [250] chapter 5 


128r [253] 


chapter 6 


129v [256] chapter 7 


131r [259] 


chapter 8 


TEXT SUMMARY xix 


The martyrdoms of the apostles; the destruction of Jerusalem, and the 
total destruction of the Jews 

The time following the total destruction of Jerusalem; the beginning of 
the reigns of the sons of Vespasian: Titus and Domitian 

The time of Trajan and of his two sons, Hadrian and Antoninus 

The reign of Titus Antoninus 

The reign of Marcus, Antoninus and Lucius 

The reign of Severianus, the 17" Roman emperor 

The time of six Roman emperors 

The time of Claudius and the five emperors who succeeded him 

The time of the family of Diocletian and his colleagues 


[From Constantine to Theodosius I] 
Beginning of reign of Constantine the Victorious 
The great ecumenical synod of Nicaea 
Beginning of the canons of Jacob of Edessa, following on from those of 
Eusebius. The convetsion of the Iberians (Georgians) and Ethiopians in 
the time of the emperor Constantine the Victorious 
The reign of the sons of Constantine 
The reigns of the impious Julian and of Shapur 
The reigns of Jovian and of Shapur 
The reign of Valentinian and his brother 
The reigns of Gratian, Theodosius [I] and Valentinian 
The end of the life of Theodosius 


[From Arcadius and Honorius to Marcian] 
History of John Chrysostom 
Beginning of the reign of Theodosius the Younger [II] 
The reign of the emperor Theodosius II 
The time of the First Synod of Ephesus 
The time of the First Synod of Ephesus 
The time of the Second Synod of Ephesus 
Matters accomplished in the Second Synod of Ephesus 
The time of the end of the life of the victorious emperor Theodosius 
The beginning of the reign of Marcian 
The corruption introduced by the Council of Chalcedon 
The Plerophoriae of John [Rufus], disciple of Peter the Iberian 
Extracts from the Ecclesiastical History by Zacharias Rhetor 
Resumé of the Tmemata of John Philoponus 


[From Leo to Justinian] 
Beginning of the reign of Leo; [letters of Timothy and others] 
Events in the time of Leo, in the empire and in the Church 
The time of Leo the Younger, his father Zeno, and Basiliscus 
Events in the reign of the emperor Zeno 
The time of the emperor Anastasius, who reigned 27 years 
Events in the reign of Anastasius; the founding of Dara 


XX 


131r bis [261] chapter 9 
chapter 10 
132v [264] chapter 11 
133r [265] chapter 12 
133v [266] [chapter 13] 
[chapter 14] 
134v [268] [chapter 15] 


135v [270] chapter 16 
137r [273] [chapter 17] 


[chapter 18] 


137v [274] [chapter 19] 
138v [276] chapter [20] 
139r [277] chapter [21] 
141r [281] [chapter 22] 

chapter [23] 
143v [286] chapter [24] 
144v [288] [chapter 25] 


148v [296] chapter 26 
149v [298] chapter 27 


153r [305] chapter [28] 


154v [308] chapter 29 
156v [312] chapter [30] 


160r [319] chapter [31] 
161v [322] chapter [32] 


162r [323] chapter [33] 


163r [325] chapter [34] 
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On the heretic Macedonius, and on the bishop Simeon ‘the Disputer’ 

On the blessed Philoxenus and Severus 

On the end of the life of the emperor Anastasius 

The beginning of the reign of Justinian, and the second corruption of 
Chalcedon 

Extracts from John of Asia 

On the persecution of the monks and the sack of monasteries 

On the death of Jacob the doctor, bishop Batnan; the harm caused to the 
faithful by the heretics 

The persecution of the Orthodox; the flooding of Edessa and of Antioch 
Matters accomplished by Justinianus [Justin] among the Indian and Ku- 
shite kings 

The kingdoms of the Indians, Kushites and Himyarites who gave witness 
to the truth in [AG] 835, in the time of Justinianus [Justin], the persecu- 
tor of Christians 

On the persecution by Ephrem of Antioch and by Abraham bar Kaili of 
Amid 

Time of the end of the life of the emperor Justinianus [Justin] 

Beginning of the reign of Justinianus II [Justinian I] 

The meeting of the bishops and monks in the imperial capital 

The assembly of bishops and monks who went up to the capital, some 
bidden by the emperor, aimed at union, as in the case of Severus; others 
out of zeal, as in the case of Z‘ora 

The time of the emperor Justinianus II [Justinian I], and events after the 
assembly. 

Letter of the three holy patriarchs, explaining why they left their sees for 
the sake of the faith 

Events in the Church in the time of Justinianus II [Justinian I] 

On the heresy of the Phantasiasts which Satan stirred up through Julian 
of Halicarnassus; and on the Messalians who appeared at this time 

On the plague which occurred all over the earth, but particularly in the 
south. 

On the time of the emperor Justinian II [Justinian I|; on the devastation 
of Rome; on the death of the empress Theodora, and on the death of the 
great Patriarch Severus. 

On the Synod which Justinian gathered at Constantinople, known as the 
Fifth Council; on the persecution which he inflicted on the Orthodox; 
and on the heresies which arose at his time. 

On the time of Justinian II [Justinian I], and on the progress of the Phan- 
tasiasts. 

On the scourge which afflicted Amid at the time of Justinian, and other 
matters. 

On the period of the end of Justinian’s life; on the church which he built; 
on the bones of the martyrs discovered in his time; and on other heretics 
who appeared at this time. 

On the heresy of the Phantasiasts; and how Justinian became embroiled 
in it before his death. 


Book 10 (££.166r-201v) 


166r [331] 
167+ [333] 


168v [336] 


[chapter 1] 
chapter [2] 


chapter [3] 


TEXT SUMMARY xxi 


[AD 567 - 610] 

On the beginning of the reign of Justin II. 

On what took place following the arrival of the Patrician John in the Orti- 
ent. 

On the dispute that arose among the Severan bishops; and on the confu- 
sion over [the date of] Lent. 


169v [338] chapters [4 & 5| On the edict of the emperor Justin; on the persecution of the faithful by 


171r [341] 


172v [344] 


173r [345] 


174r [347] 


175v [350] 


177r [353] 


178r [355] 


179v [358] 


182r [363] 


183v [366] 


185r [369] 


186r [371] 


187r [373] 


188r [375] 


189v [378] 


chapter 6 


chapter [7] 


chapter [8] 


chapter [9] 


chapter [10] 


[chapter 11 
chapter [12] 
chapter [13] 
chapter [14] 


chapter [15] 


chapter [16] 


chapter [17] 


chapter [18] 


chapter [19] 


chapter [20] 


the heretics; and on what the Orthodox had to suffer in the imperial city. 
On the time of the persecution instigated by the emperor Justin; and on 
the bishops who apostasised, but then repented and returned to ortho- 
doxy. 

On the soldiers and lay people who were persecuted at this time because 
of the faith; on the persecution of Christians in the regions of Persia; 
concerning the Catholicos of Armenia who came to Constantinople be- 
cause of the persecution. 

On events between the Romans and the Persians in the eighth year of 
Justin; on the bishops. 

On the punishment which met John Sarmaya, and subsequently Justin 
himself and all who had persecuted the faithful; on the calamity which 
occurred for all the empire. 

On the embassy sent by Justin to the Turqaye; on the Christian virgins 
who threw themselves into a river, having been sent by the Persian king 
as a present to the king of the Turks. 


(beginning lost) [On the time when Tiberius was associated with the 


throne]. 

On the events which took place when Justin fell ill and Tiberius Caesar 
governed the empire of the Romans. 

On the scandal caused by Peter of Alexandria, over the quarrel between 
Jacob and Paul. 

On the synod of Pope Damian of Alexandtia. 

On Justin, whose illness got worse over five years; his crowning of Ti- 
berius; and on the scandal which increased in the Church of the Ortho- 
dox through Jacob and Paul of Beth Ukkamin. 

On the beginning of the reign of Tiberius, the first emperor of the 
Greeks, and the 51۳ of the Romans; on the death of Khosrau, king of the 
Persians, and the accession of Hormizd his son; and on the situation of 
the Church affairs which grew dark this time. 

On what happened in the second year of Tiberius among the kings and 
among the priests. 

On the time of Tiberius, and on what happened between the kings and in 
their Churches. 

On the perfidy of the Romans towards the Christian Tayyaye; on the 
death of Tiberius; on the events of that year in the Churches, and the 
pastors at that time. 

On the time of the death of Tiberius, and on the war of the Persians and 
of the Barbarians. 

[Preface of Dionysius of Telmahre] 


xxii 


chapter [21] 
191v [382] chapter [22] 


193v [386] chapter [23] 


194r [387] chapter [24] 


195r [389] chapter [25] 


196v [392] chapter [26] 


200v [400] chapter [27] 
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On the beginning of the reign of Maurice, the second emperor of the 
Greeks. 

On the quarrel which arose at this time in our Church between Damian, 
Pope of Alexandria, and Peter, Patriarch of Antioch. 

On the time of Maurice; on the peace between the Romans and the Per- 
sians; on what took place in the Churches during the peace between the 
empires. 

On the murder of the emperor Maurice, and on the other events which 
took place at this time among the kings and the leaders of the Churches. 
On the beginning of the reign of Phocas, of the Romans; on the devasta- 
tion caused by Khosrau, king of the Persians, in Roman territory because 
of the murder of Maurice; and on Church affairs during these years. 

On the union effected between Athanasius, Patriarch of Antioch, with 
Anastasius, Pope of Alexandria, following after the quarrel between Peter 
and Damian. 

The Encyclical sent by Patriarch Athanasius to the bishops of the Orient; 
an extract from the letter of Pope to Anastasius concerning the matter of 
the union effected between the Churches in Syria and of Egypt. 


Book 11 (ff.202r-239v) [AD 611 - 776] 


202r [403] chapter [1] 
202v [404] chapter [2] 


204v [408] chapter [3] 


206r [411] chapter [4] 
207v [414] chapter [5] 
208r [415] chapter [6] 


209r [417] chapter [7] 


211r [421] chapter [8] 


212r [423] chapter [9] 


214v [428] chapter [10] 


On the beginning of the reign of Heraclius, and on what happened in the 
Church at this time. 

On the beginning of the appearance of Muhammad; on the reply made 
by Patriarch Athanasius to Heraclius, the Roman emperor. 

On how the Persians, elated up by their victory over the Romans, having 
seized territory from them, fell into divisions and lost their advantage; 
and on how the Romans, having retaken their territory, began again, ac- 
cording to their habit, to persecute us. 

On the invasion of the Tayyaye into Roman and Persian territory; and on 
the union which Athanasius made with the people of Tagrit. 

The petiod of the beginning of the empire of the Arabs, or Tayyaye; and 
on the death of the blessed Patriarch Mar Athanasius. 

On the time of the end of the Persian empire, and the expansion of the 
Tayyaye. 

On the time when Yazdgard, king of the Persians, was killed and their 
empire came to an end; and on Severus, bishop of Samosata, and his ad- 
mirable decease at this time. 

The time of the death of Heraclius, emperor of the Romans, of the mur- 
der of Yazdgard, king of the Persians; and the murder of Umar, king of 
the Tayyaye; on the devastation of Caesarea of Palestine; and on the 
bishops at this period. 

The letter of Patriarch Mar John to Marutha, metropolitan of Tagrit, and 
that of Marutha to John, describing the persecution stirred up against the 
faithful by Barsauma of Nisibis; on the heresy of the wicked Maximinus 
[Maximus], and on Maximinus [Maximus]. 

The time of Constans [II], grandson of Heraclius, emperor of the Ro- 
mans; and of ‘Uthman, king of the Tayyaye, when the latter seized 


215v [430] chapter [11] 


217r [433] chapter [12] 


218v [436] chapter [13] 


219v [438] chapter [14] 


222v [444] chapter [15] 


223v [446] chapter [16] 


225r [449] chapter [17] 


226v [452] chapter [18] 


228r [455] chapter [19] 


229r [457] chapter [20] 


231v [462] chapter [21] 


232v [464] chapter [22] 


TEXT SUMMARY xxiii 


Caesarea of Cappadocia and the islands of the sea; on the death of Patri- 
arch John, and on other ecclesiastical affairs. 

On the advance of the Tayyaye against Constantinople, and of the defeat 
of the Romans by sea; how Constans, who slew his brother, went off to 
Rome, and returned to Syracuse; on the cannibals; on how the heresy of 
the wicked Maximus was accepted, even in the imperial city, after they 
had condemned and anathematised it. 

On the murder of *Uthman, after which the empire of the Tayyaye was 
divided into two, then reunited again; on the Roman empire, and on the 
Synod which they held in Constantinople, called the Sixth [Council], 
which introduced the heresy of the two wills, operations and essences 
amongst them; and on the murder of Constans, the emperor of the Ro- 
mans. 

On the beginning of the reign of Constantinus [IV] and his brothers, 
sons of Constans, of the Romans; and of Mu‘awiya, king of the Tayyaye; 
and on the schism that occurred at this time between the Patriarch and 
the bishops. 

Letters concerning the stumbling block between Patriarch Severus bar 
Mashqa and the bishop Sergius Zakunaya and his followers. 

The time of the death of Mu'awtya, king of the Arabs, whose empire was 
again divided; on that of the Romans; and on the consecration of Atha- 
nasius of Antioch. 

On the time of Justinus [Justinian II], emperor of the Romans, who was 
deposed; on Athanasius bar Gumaye who was honoured by ‘Abdulmalik, 
king of the Tayayye; on ecclesiastical affairs at this time. 

The time of the return of Justinian [II|who, having been in exile for ten 
years, reigned for another six years; on the death of ‘Abdulmalik, king of 
the Tayyaye, and on his successors; on the Christian Tayyaye who were 
martyred at this time. 

The second siege of Constantinople by the Arabs. The history of the 
original foundation of Byzantium, which is place at this point in the Book 
by Dionysius [of Tellmahre]. Also on ecclesiastical affairs at this time. 

On ‘Umar, king of the Tayyaye, who increased hatred against Christians 
out of hostility, and on his unexpected death; on his successor Yazid; on 
Leo [III], emperor of the Romans; on the entry of Mar Elias to Antioch, 
on his death, and on the consecration of Patriarch Athanasius. 

On the union effected between Patriarch Athanasius and Iwannis, Ca- 
tholicos of the Armenians; on the spread of the heresy of Maximus, and 
on the abolition of the formula ‘who was crucified for us’ which took 
place at this time. 

The time of the death of Leo, emperor of the Romans, and of Hisham, 
king of the Tayyaye; the death of Iwannis, Catholicos of the Armenians, 
of Athanasius Patriarch of Antioch, and of Alexander of Alexandria; and 
the brazen Beshir. 

The reign of Constantinus [V], son of Leo, during which the empire of 
the Arabs was divided, and a patriarch was established for the Chalcedo- 
nians of Syria at the orders of the king of the Tayyaye, and when the or- 
thodox bishops were in dispute with the patriarch. 


xxiv 


234v [468] chapter [23] 


236r [471] chapter [24] 


237r [473] chapter [25] 


238v [476] chapter [26] 


Book 12 (ff.239v-272v) 


239v [478] chapter [1] 


240v [480] chapter [2] 


241v [482] chapter [3] 


242v [484] chapter [4] 


243v [486] chapter [5] 


245v [490] chapter [6] 


246v [492] chapter [7] 


248r [495] chapter [8] 
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The letters which indicate what happened between Patriarch Mar Iwan- 
nis, Athanasius Sandalaya and the other bishops. 

The time of the murder of Marwan, when the empire of the Arabs was 
reunited; on Constantinus, emperor of the Romans, and on the Synod 
which he assembled at Constantinople, called the Seventh, at which they 
abolished the veneration of images and anathematised John (Ywny) bar 
Mansur, George of Damascus, and George of Cyprus; also, on the 
Church of the Orthodox which was agitated at this time by the dispute of 
Athanasius Sandalaya, through the jealousy of Satan. 

The beginning of the reign of Abu Ja‘far, king of the Tayyaye; the death 
of Patriarch Mar Iwannis; the harm caused by the wicked Isaac; the con- 
secration of the holy patriarch George, and his being thrown into exile; 
and the building at this time of Baghdad, which was to become the capi- 
tal of the Arabs. 

The time of the death of Constantinus, emperor of the Romans; and Abu 
Ja‘far, king of the Tayyaye, that is, of the Arabs; and on George who was 
imprisoned in Baghdad for nine years. 


[AD 777 - 843] 

The time of the beginning of the reign of Leo [IV], emperor of the Ro- 
mans, and of Mahdi, of the Tayyaye, during which the holy patriarch and 
martyr George came out of prison. 

When and how the quarrel over the phrase ‘We break the heavenly bread’ 
arose in the Church. 

The beginning of the reign of Harun, king of the Tayyaye, and of Con- 
stantinus [VI], of the Romans; on the death of Patriarch George, and on 
his successors in the Church of the Orthodox, and other events occur- 
ring in this period which have been recorded in writing. 

The fall of Constantinus and his mother; the accession of Nicephorus; 
the activities of Harun, king of the Tayyaye at this time; the treasure dis- 
covered at Edessa; the disturbance caused to Patriarch Cyriacus by the 
monks; the union which he made with the Julianists, which was subse- 
quently broken. 

The beginning of the reign of Nicephorus [I], of the Romans, and of Ha- 
run Rashid, of the Tayyaye; the beginning of the schism of the Gubbaye 
against Patriarch Cyriacus; the prodigy which occurred in Mabbug, and 
other events of this time. 

The division which took place in the realm of the Tayyaye after the death 
of Harun, and the division which occurred at the same time in the Ro- 
man Empire after the death of Nicephorus; and the division that arose 
over Patriarch Cyriacus. 

The civil wars of the Tayyaye and the rebels; the murder of two emperors 
of the Romans; the reconstruction of the walls of Edessa, Kaishum and 
Samosata; the further conflict and disputes with Patriarch Cyriacus con- 
tinued by the wretched rebels. 

The many rebels in the realm of the Tayyaye; the murder of king Mu- 
hammad; the murder of Leo [V], emperor of the Romans; the increased 
disputes with Patriarch Cyriacus, and his death; the sect which sprung up 


2497 [498] chapter [9] 


251v [502] chapter [10] 
253+ [505] chapter [11] 


254r [507] chapter [12] 


257r [513] chapter [13] 


258v [516] chapter [14] 


260v [520] chapter [15] 


261v [522] chapter [16] 


263r [525] chapter [17] 


264r [527] chapter [18] 


265v [530] chapter [19] 


267v [534] chapter [20] 
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in Harran, due to a Chalcedonian named Theodoricus Pygla, which was 
brought to an end once it had been uncovered by Nonnus, archdeacon 
of Nisibis, a learned man of this petiod. 

The time of Ma'mun, king of the Tayyaye; the murder of Leo, emperor 
of the Romans, after whom Michael [II] reigned; the synod of bishops 
which gathered at Kallinikos, over the expression “the heavenly bread"; 
the consecration of Dionysius, the historian, as patriarch at this synod. 
The definitions laid down at the synod at Kallinikos. 

Events in the realm of the Tayyaye during the time of Ma’mun, and like- 
wise those in the Roman empire during the time of the emperor Michael; 
what happened in the Church at the beginning of the patriarchate of 
Dionysius. 

The beginning of the reign of Theophilus, emperor of the Romans; the 
success of the king of the Tayyaye, Ma'mun ‘Abdallah; the rebellion of 
Abiram and the victoty of Mar Dionysius. 

The destruction caused in Egypt by the rebels at the time of Ma'mun, 
king of the Tayyaye; what happened as Basra at this time; the sentence 
which was issued against the Church, because of which Mar Dionysius 
went down to Egypt. 

Ecclesiastical events: the rebellion of Philoxenus of Nisibis and of Laza- 
rus of Baghdad, because of whom the patriarch Mar Dionysius went 
down to Baghdad and met Ma'mun, king of the Tayyaye, as he himself 
described. 

Various events which took place at the time of the three Roman emper- 
ots whose names are mentioned in a previous chapter; and on the course 
of ecclesiastical events which the patriarch Dionysius set out precisely in 
his book. 

The time when Theophilus, the emperor of the Romans, made an expe- 
dition to Lesser Armenia and engaged in battle with the Tayyaye; the ec- 
clesiastical events of this period; a false Antichrist who was proclaimed 
by a certain crazy person, who was later unmasked. 

Narrative on the country of Egypt, by patriarch Dionysius, concerning 
what he saw on his visit there with the king Ma’mun. 

The time of the death of Ma’mun, and the beginning of Abu Ishaq, 
which provided respite for Theophilus, of the Romans; on the descent of 
patriarch Dionysius to the Orient, and on various matters. 

The time of the second expedition of Theophilus, emperor of the Ro- 
mans, into the territory of the Tayyaye; the coming of George, king of 
the Nubians, to Abu Ishaq, king of the Tayyaye; the new towns which 
the king of the Tayyaye wanted to build; the third visit of patriarch Mar 
Dionysius to Baghdad; the harm which was brought about at this time 
among the Nestorians of Baghdad and among the Chalcedonians of An- 
tioch. 

The entry of Abu Ishaq, king of the Tayyaye, into Beth Rhomaye; the 
defeat of Theophilus, emperor of the Romans; the cruel destruction of 
the city of Amorium; phenomena in the sky; various ecclesiastical events 
of this time. 


xxvi 


269v [538] chapter [21] 


Book 13 (f£.272v-283v) 
272v [544] chapter 1 


274r [547] chapter [2] 


276r [551] chapter [3] 


277v [554] chapter [4] 


279+ [557] chapter [5] 


280r [559] chapter [6] 


283r [565] chapter [7] 


Book 14 (ff.283v-286r) 
283v [566] chapter 1 


chapter 2 
284v [568] chapter [3] 

chapter [4] 
285v [570] chapter [5] 


Book 15 (ff.286r-303r) 
286r [571] [chapter 1] 


'THE EDESSA-ALEPPO SYRIAC CODEX 


The time of the end of the two kings, Abu Ishaq of the Tayyaye, and 
Theophilus of the Romans; how the two had made peace and then died 
shortly afterwards; the terrible disasters at this time; the rebels who again 
arose in the realm of the Tayyaye; the Discourse which the blessed Mar 
Dionysius put at the end of his book; his death which occurred at this 
time. 


[AD 844 - 1049] 

The beginning of [the reign of| Harun II, king of the Tayyaye, and of Mi- 
chael [III], emperor of the Romans, and of [the pontificate of] patriarch 
Mar John III. 

The reigns of Basil [I] and Leo [VI] in the Roman Empire, and of Mu- 
htadi, and then Ahmed Muhtamid, in that of the Arabs; and a record of 
the bishops in our Church. 

The time of the beginning of the reign of Romanus, the emperor of the 
Romans, when feeble kings governed the empire of the Tayyaye - which 
is why the Romans prevailed and took over control of (various) cities 
from the empire of the Tayyaye; also, the histories of two monasteries 
that came into being at this period. 

The reign of Constantinus [VII] and his successors, another Romanus 
[II], and then Nicephorus [II]; at this time Abu Ishaq, and then 
Abulqasim, and then Muti‘, reigned over the Tayyaye; on the patriarch 
Mar John ‘of Sarigta’ who built the monastery of Barid. 

The time when Shwmwshky ruled over the Romans, and then Basil [II] 
and Constantinus [VIII], sons of Romanus; at this time al-Fadhi, Abu 
Bakr and their successors ruled over the Tayyaye; at this time some Ar- 
menian people migrated from Armenia to Cappadocia. 

The time of Romanus [III], the son of Basil, emperor of the Romans, and 
of Abul Abbas Qadir, king of the Tayyaye; on Mar John bar Abdun, the 
holy patriarch whom the Chalcedonians took off to Constantinople, and 
who ended his life in exile. 

The end of the life of Romanus. 


[On the Turqaye] 

On the identity of the Turqaye, who are the same as the Turkaye, and the 
country they inhabit. 

On the customs of the Turqaye. 

How they began to emigrate from the interior regions they inhabited. 

On the last invasion of the Turqaye, as a result of which they ruled over 
Persia, Athur, Mesopotamia, Armenia, Syria, Palestine, Cilicia, up to the 
Mediterranean; and also over Egypt. 

The Turqaye join the Arabs in their religious confession. 


[AD 1050 - 1130] 
The reign of Constantine [IX] Monomachos over the Romans, and of 
Abul Abbas Qadir over the Arabs; of Togri- bek, first king of the Tur- 
kaye, in Khorasan; in our church, patriarch Mar John, nephew of Mar 
John bar *Abdun. 


288r [575] chapter [2] 


289r [577] chapter [3] 


290r [579] chapter [4] 


291r [581] chapter [5] 


292r [583] chapter [6] 


293r [585] chapter [7] 


294v [588] chapter [8] 


296r [591] chapter [9] 


296v [592] chapter [10] 


297v [594] chapter [11] 


299r [597] chapter [12] 


301r [601] chapter [13] 


302r [603] chapter [14] 


Book 16 (ff.303v-3141) 
303v [606] chapter 1 
304v [608] chapter [2] 


TEXT SUMMARY xxvii 


The time of the advance of the Turkaye into Cappadocia, when the wall 
of Melitene was rebuilt, and when there was considerable conflict on the 
part of the Greeks against the Orthodox, and amongst themselves. 

The beginning of the reign of Romanus [IV] Diogenes, emperor of the 
Romans, who was defeated and taken prisoner by the Turkaye; affairs in 
the Church at this time. 

The beginning of the reign of Michael [VII], son of Constantinus, em- 
peror of the Romans; the beginning of the second sultanate of the Tur- 
kaye in the region of Pontus; on disturbances in ecclesiastical matters at 
this time; and on Philaretus the Armenian. 

The time of Nicephorus III and of Alexander [Alexis], emperors of the 
Romans, during which the emirs of the Turkaye reigned; the patriarchs 
and bishops who resisted ‘Abdun. 

The beginning of the reign of Alexis [I], emperor of the Romans during 
which the realm of the Turkaye grew strong; the enfeeblement of ecclesi- 
astical affairs. 

The time of the exodus of the Franks who ruled over Jerusalem; the de- 
scent of patriarch Athanasius to Baghdad, to see the Caliph. 

The first time the Turkaye ruled over Melitene; the murder of Gabriel 
and of Bar Hetum, and the beginning of the reign of Qilij-Arslan; the 
building of the walls of Kaishum; and ecclesiastical affairs at this time. 
The second siege of Melitene; the time of disturbance within the realm of 
the Turkaye in Khorasan, also in Egypt, in Syria, among the Armenians, 
and in ecclesiastical affairs. 

The further calamity which befell Melitene after the death of the sultan; 
how the Franks prevailed, but then fell into discord amongst themselves; 
a new leader of the Turkaye emerged from Khorasan and came against 
Edessa; the enfeebled course of ecclesiastical affairs. 

How Mar‘ash was devastated by an earthquake; on the Turk Balaq; on 
the Armenians Basil the Robber, Theodorus, Levon and Constantine, 
who lived at this time; on various other secular and ecclesiastical affairs. 
The beginning of the reign of John [II], son of Alexis, emperor of the 
Romans; the increased fighting between the Turkaye and the Franks; the 
pillage of Birtha; on the submission of the Comans to the Greeks; other 
secular and ecclesiastical matters. 

The time when the king of Jerusalem and Joscelin of Edessa were taken 
captive by Balaq; the revolt which took place at Hesna d-Ziad; on the 
death of Balaq; and other secular and ecclesiastical matters of the time. 
"We copied in full this chapter, which is placed at the end of this book, in 
a work written in Arabic; in it are narratives of events that took place’. 
On Najm ad-Din the Ortuqid who ruled in Aleppo before Balaq. 


[AD 1131 - 1143] 

The siege of Melitene, and other secular and ecclesiastical matters. 

The time when the Franks took the coastal town of Tyre from the Egyp- 
tian Arabs; and other events of this time throughout the world. 


xxviii 


305v [610] chapter [3] 


306r [611] chapter [4] 


307r [613] chapter [5] 


308r [615] chapter [6] 


309r [617] chapter [7] 
310v [620] chapter [8] 


311v [622] chapter [9] 


313r [625] chapter 10 


Book 17 (ff.314v-328r) 
314v [628] chapter 1 


315r [629] chapter [2] 
(by God). 

316r [631] chapter [3] 
317r [633] chapter [4] 


317v [634] chapter [5] 
319r [637] chapter [6] 


320r [639] chapter [7] 
320v [640] chapter [8] 
321v [642] chapter [9] 


323r [645] chapter [10] 
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The time when of Bohemond, lord of Antioch was killed, and when 
Athanasius, patriarch of Antioch, died; and other secular and ecclesiasti- 
cal events of this time. 

Zangi's departure from Baghdad and his rule over Mosul, while Joscelin 
ruled over Antioch; the consecration of Mar John as patriarch. 

The death of Joscelin I and the beginning of the reign of his son Joscelin 
[H]; various events that took place in the Church and among rulers at this 
time. 

The reign of Bedawi at Antioch; the death of Baudouin, king of Jerusa- 
lem, and the reign of Fulk, his son-in-law; the death at this time of the 
Turk Malik Ghazi, and the reign of his son Muhammad; the rule of Zangi 
over Aleppo. 

The massacre that took place in Damascus; the plot against the Arab sul- 
tan of Egypt, and the war between the Turkish sultans of Khorasan. 
Events that took place over a petiod of three years, among the rulers of 
the land and in the Church. 

The death of the sultan of Khorasan, and the expedition of his son to 
Mesopotamia; the consecration of Mar Athanasius as patriarch; other 
secular and ecclesiastical events of the time. 

The deaths of Malik Muhammad, of the emperor of the Greeks, Iwanni 
[John], and of Sire Pulk, the king of the Franks in Jerusalem; likewise the 
death of Da'ud, emir of Hesna d-Ziad; and other secular and ecclesiasti- 
cal events. 


[AD 1144 - 1152] 

The reign of Manuel [I] over the Greeks, of Baudouin over the Franks, 
and of Ya'qub Arslan the Turk in Sebaste; and other events. 

The lamentable capture of Edessa of Mesopotamia, the illustrious city of 
Christians, ravaged by the sword of the Turkaye: due to our sins we were 
justly abandoned 


The time of the capture of Edessa, when many events took place 
amongst the rulers of the earth and in the Church of the Orthodox. 

The time when Zangi was killed; other events of this time. 

'The second devastation of Edessa; and other events. 

The time when numerous people left from the west at the deplorable 
news about Edessa; the demonic cult which sprung up among the Greeks 
at this period; and other events in the Church. 

The history of Edessa: the Chronicle of Basilius, its metropolitan. 

The reign of Thoros the Armenian in Cilicia; various events of this time 
in the world and in the Church of God. 

The sack of the monastery of Mar Barsauma at the hands of Joscelin, in 
[AG] 1459. 

The time when Bedawi, lord of Antioch, Baudouin and Raynald, lord of 
Kaishum, were killed; at this time the Turkaye pillaged the Monastery’s 
cattle and sheep. 


TEXT SUMMARY xxix 


324v [648] chapter [11] ^ How the Turkaye took control of the regions held by the Franks; the fall 
of Joscelin; and how the right hand of Mr Barsauma was returned to the 
Monastety. 

325r [649] chapter [12] The time following the fall of Joscelin, when the Turkaye took the re- 
gions. 

326r [651] chapter [13] The prodigy that took place at Antioch, and at the church which had 
been built there; and an Admonition. 

327r [653] chapter [14] The death of Daulah, lord of Melitene; affairs concerning this city and its 
territory; other events of this time among the rulers; the discord that 
arose between the Maphrian Ignatius and his diocese. 


Book 18 (f£.328v-340t [end lost]) [AD 1153-1166] 

328r [656] chapter 1 The Franks’ capture of Ashqelon from the Egyptians, and other events 
of the time. 

328v-338 [657-676] blank [chapter 2-8 (lost) ] 

339r [677] [chapter 9] [(beginning lost) Qara Aslan’s siege of Amid; water is brought to the Monas- 
tery of Barsauma]. 

340r [679] chapter [10] (end lost) The time when Bohemond, son of Bedawi, ruled in Antioch, and 
when Amaury, king of Jerusalem, entered Egypt for a second time; the 
death of Yaqub Arslan, and of Maphrian Ignatius; the defeat of the 
Franks near Harim, when the lord of Antioch and of Tripoli was taken 
captive. 

340v-347 [681-694] blank 


Book 19 (ff.348r - 353v [beginning lost]) [AD 1167-1174] 
[chapters 1-5 (lost) [ 

348r [695] [chapter 6] (beginning lost) 

348v [696] chapter [7] The deaths of the prince of Mosul and of Caliph of Baghdad; the descent 
of Nur ad-Din to Mosul; the pillage of the Monastery of Mar Mattai, and 
when we gathered a synod at Mar Hananya. 

349v [698] chapter [8] The attack of Nur ad-Din on Mosul; and other events of this time. 

350v [700] chapter [9] The entry of Sultan Qilij-Arslan to Melitene, but then turned back; how 
the emirs gathered to attack it at the instigation of Nur ad-Din; the false 
report of the death of Nur ad-Din, and the division between the Turks 
and the Arabs in his territory. 

352r [703] chapter [10] The time when Ishmail, prince of Cappadocia was killed, to be succeeded 
by his uncle Danun; the re-appearance of Nur ad-Din, and the famine 
that took hold as a result of a multitude of violent calamities. 

353r [705] chapter [11] The deaths of Nur ad-Din and of Amaury; how we went to Amid, and 
the death of the Catholicos Narses. 


Book 20 (f£.354r - 360v) [AD 1175-1179] 

354r [707] chapter 1 The end of the principality of the Bnay Tanushman in Cappadocia, and 
the reign of the sultan of Iconium there; the beginning of the reign of 
another Baudouin in Jerusalem; how our Church was disturbed by its 
own members. 

355r [709] chapter [2] The time when the emir in Melitene, Mleh, prince of Cilicia, and Emin 
ad-Din, governor of Mardin, were killed, and likewise the vizier of the 


XXX 


356v [712] chapter [3] 


357v [714] chapter [4] 


358r [715] chapter [5] 
358v [716] chapter [6] 
359r [717] chapter [7] 
360r [719] chapter [8] 


Book 21 (f£.360r - ??) 
360r [721] chapter 1 


363r [725] chapter 2 


364r [727] chapter [3] 


365r [729] chapter [4] 


366v [732] chapter [5] 


367r [733] chapter [6] 


368r [735] chapter [7] 


369r [737] chapter [8] 


Appendices 
371r [741] 1 
374v [748] 2 
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Caliph of Baghdad, all four at the same time; various other events of the 
time, including the murder of the bishop of Tur ‘Abdin; Salah ad-Din, 
the Egyptian, who ruled Arabia; the prince of Mosul who regained the 
territory that had been snatched from him; the Turkaye who took control 
of the mountains of Sasun. 

How Salah ad-Din departed from Egypt, took control of Damascus, and 
defeated the lord of Mosul; how the Franks who had been imprisoned 
for a long time in Aleppo were delivered. 

The death of Najm ad-Din of Mardin, and the beginning of the war be- 
tween sultan Qilij-Arslan and Manuel, the emperor of the Greeks; and 
other events. 

The defeat of Manuel, the emperor of the Greeks, by sultan Qilij-Arslan. 
The time when Sultan Qilij-Arslan ruled over Melitene; and other events 
in various places. 

How Salah ad-Din left Egypt for Palestine and was defeated by the 
Franks, and then fled back to Egypt; other events of this time. 

How we went up to Jerusalem for the third time; and various other mat- 
tets. 


[AD 1180-1195] 

The death of Manuel, emperor of the Greeks; how Bar Wahbun had the 
audacity to corrupt the ecclesiastical laws, and he fell like a bolt of light- 
ning from the sky. 

The sudden deaths of the Turkish emirs, princes of Mesopotamia; the 
coming of the Sultan to Melitene, where he invited my humble self, and I 
met him there; the miserable accident of the fire at the Monastery of Mar 
Barsauma. 

The reign of Isaac [II] over the Greeks; and other secular events of this 
time. 

The prediction by astronomers of a hurricane which would destroy the 
inhabited world, just as the Flood had done in the time of Noah; and 
other events of this time. 

The massacres of Christians living in the empire of the Tayyaye by the 
Kurds and Turcomans during the wars between them. 

The capture of Jerusalem from the Franks by Salah ad-Din, the sultan of 
Egypt, and its falling into the hands of the Tayyaye; and other events of 
the time. 

How the kings and peoples of the Franks departed from Italy, fired with 
zeal for Jerusalem; and other events of the time. 

The deaths of the two Turkish kings, Qilij-Arslan, sultan of Bithynia, 
Cappadocia and Lesser Armenia, and of Salah ad-Din, sultan of Egypt, 
Arabia, Palestine and Syria; and other events of this time. 


The names of pontiffs and kings, in sequence 
The empires in antiquity created by our race of Aramaeans, that is de- 
scendants of Aram, who were called Syrians, or people of Syria. 


TEXT SUMMARY xxxi 


376v [752] 3 The names of the patriarchs of our Orthodox Church, from the blessed 
Severus to today. 

377r [753] 4 Names of the bishops of the different sees. 

385v [770] 5 Brief history of Armenia 


378r [775-7] 6 Names of the Nestotian Catholicoses. 


EXCERPTS FROM THE CHRONICLE OF PATRIARCH MICHAEL I 
IN Mss. BERLIN SACHAU 81 AND YALE SYRIAC 7 


By HIDEMI TAKAHASHI 


Two excerpts from the Chronicle of Patriarch Michael which seem to have remained unnoticed are 
found in two manuscripts with almost identical contents: Berlin, Sachau 81; and Yale, Syriac 7.7 
The shorter of the two excerpts deals with the disagreement over the dates of Lent and Easter in 
1413 A.Gr. (1102 A.D.), and is apparently an abridged excerpt taken from Book 15, Chapter 8 of the 
Chronicle. The longer excerpt, dealing with the confusion over the date of Easter in 881 A.Gr. (570 
A.D), is of somewhat greater significance, since it is explicitly attributed to Michael and corresponds 
verbatim to a passage in Book 10, Chapter 3 of the Chronicle, but includes in the middle a number of 
lines that have been omitted due to scribal error in the Edessa-Aleppo manuscript (and consequently 
also in the text published by Chabot). 

Of the two manuscripts, Sachau 81 has been described in some detail in the catalogue of Syriac 
manuscripts in Berlin by Sachau.’ It is a manuscript of Barhebraeus’ Candelabrum of the Sanctuary with 
a number of additional items appended at the end, namely a sug/zbo by Jacob of Sarug (fol. 215v- 
216r), “on the religion of the Arabs" attributed to Cyril (fol. 216v), the two excerpts with which we 
are concerned here (fol. 216v), and an account by Patriarch Ignatius Ni‘matallah I (patriarch 1557- 
76) of his involvement in the Gregorian calendar reform (fol. 216r-216v).* The main part of the 
manuscript was copied before 1403 A.D., but the appendices are found on leaves which were sup- 
plied later and which Sachau judged to date from the sixteenth or the seventeenth century (1693 
A.D. at the latest). 


1 My encounter with the excerpt in the Yale manuscript discussed in the following note was made possible by 
my stay at Yale in the summer of 2009 as a part of the Todai-Yale Initiative, a project of academic collaboration 
between Yale University and the University of Tokyo. I am grateful to the staff of the Beinecke Rare Book and 
Manuscript Library for their kind assistance during my frequent visits there in the course of that summer, and to 
George Kiraz for the decision to include this note in the present volume at short notice. 

2 Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin, PreuBischer Kulturbesitz, Orientabteilung, Sachau 81; and Yale University, Beinecke 
Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Syriac 7. 

3 Eduard Sachau, Verzeichnis der syrischen Handschriften der Königlichen Bibliothek zu Berlin (Berlin: Asher, 1899), 620-624. 

^ Entitled “on the investigation of the chronon &anón or the 532-year cycle” (Axel Meso! ravers, Los Ses). The au- 
thor, who is not named in the manuscript, was left unidentified by Sachau. Barsaum, on the other hand, was aware of the 
identity of the author, and mentions the presence of the piece in Sachau 81 and the manuscript now at Yale (then in 
Istanbul), as well as in a manuscript in his library (Ighnatiyüs Afram al-awwal Barsaum, ۵/12۷۸ al-manthir fi ta’rikh al- 
"ulum wa-l-adab al-suryaniyya [Glane/Losser: Bar Hebraeus Verlag, 1987], 460 with n. 4; Ignatius Aphram I Barsoum, The 
Scattered Pearls, trans. Matti Moosa, 2nd ed. [Piscataway: Gorgias Press, 2003], 513, n. 4). — On Patriarch Ni‘matallah’s 
activities in Italy and his involvement in the Gregorian calendar reform, see Giorgio Levi della Vida, Documenti intorno alle 
relazioni delle chiese orientali con la S. Sede durante il pontificato di Gregorio XIII (Vatican City: Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana, 
1948); August Ziggelaar, “The Papal Bull of 1582 Promulgating a Reform of the Calendar", in Gregorian Reform of the Cal- 
endar, ed. G. V. Coyne at al. (Vatican City: Specola Vaticana, 1983), 201-239; also Carl Ehrig-Eggert, “Le patriarche Igna- 
tius Ni'matallah et sa contribution à la réforme du calendrier (1579-1580)", paper presented at the VIIe Congrès 
d'études arabes chrétiennes (held in September 2008 in Granada; the paper, which Dr. Ehrig-Eggert informs me will not 
be appearing in the proceedings of the congress, was concerned mainly with the Arabic [Garshuni] tract on the calendar 
reform by Ni‘matallah, preserved in Florence, Laur. or. 301/1 [olim 64], and its Latin translation, preserved in Vatican 
Secret Archives, fondo Bolognetti 315, 2-582. 
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Yale Syriac 7, acquired by Yale University in 1968, is one of the six manuscripts now at Yale 
(Syriac 7-12) which (like Paris syr. 395-398 and the now lost manuscript of the Chronicle of the Year 
1234) once belonged the collection of Bishop Timotheos Paulos Urhoyo (bishop of Urhoy 1883-87, 
patriarchal vicar in Istanbul 1887-1913) and his son Fehim Beg in Istanbul." The content of the 
manusctipt is practically identical with that of Sachau 81, although it is to be noted that the excerpts 
from Patriarch Michael's Chronicle are found after the piece by Patriarch Ni‘matallah in this manu- 
script (Candelabrum, p. 1-382; Jacob, p. 383-384; Cyril, p. 384; Ni'matallah, p. 385-386; Michael, p. 
386-387). With the exception of some jottings on p. 390, the whole manuscript, including the ap- 
pendices, was copied by the same hand. The colophon found at the end of the list of contents for 
the Candelabrum tells us that the copying of that text was completed in 1590 A.D. in the Monastery 
of Mor Abhay by Mika (Michael) bar Barsaum of Qastra *Urboysh^ — that is to say, the very same 
person as the one who eight years later copied the Edessa-Aleppo manuscript of the Chronicle of Mi- 
chael reproduced in this volume. Sample collations of the text of the Candelabrum, including those 
parts that are in the later supplies in Sachau 81, show that the text in Yale Syriac 7 is very close to 
that of Sachau 81 but has some additional errors, so that the Yale manuscript is likely to be an im- 
mediate copy or a descendant of the Berlin manuscript. 


Excerpts from Michael’s Chronicle in Berlin Sachau 81 and Yale Syriac 7 


The shorter of the two excerpts (1102 A.D.) corresponds to the passage at fol. 294v (p. 588), inner 
(left) column, 1. 6-19, of the Edessa-Aleppo manuscript (and Chabot’s edition), and the longer (570 
A.D.) to those at fol. 168v (p. 336), middle column, 1. 1-29, and 169r (p. 337), middle column, 1. 1- 
15, 

As has been mentioned, the two excerpts in the Yale manuscript follow the piece by Patriarch 
Ni‘matallah and are both in the hand of Mika bar Barsaum. In that manuscript, the shorter excerpt is 
placed before the longer one. In Sachau 81, the longer excerpt, copied at right angles to the rest of 
the text in the bottom right corner of the page below the piece attributed to Cyril, appears to be in 
the same hand as that of the pieces that precede and follow (i.e. the hand responsible for the later 
supplies in that manusctipt), but the shorter excerpt is in a different hand and was evidently inserted 
later into the space between the longer excerpt and the piece by “Cyril” The likelihood, therefore, 
is that the excerpts in the Yale manuscript were copied from the Berlin manuscript at a stage when 
the second, shorter excerpt had been added to the page in the Berlin manuscript. 





1 For a description of Fehim Beg's collection, see Filoksinos Yohanna Dolabany, Catalogue of Syriac Manuscripts in Syr- 
ian Churches and Monasteries, ed. Gregorios Yohanna Ibrahim (Aleppo: Mardin Publishing House, 1994), 1-21 (on the 
manusctipt discussed here, see p. 6). 

2 Colophon (p. 12): kaop wao اصتا‎ SOS aul من‎ Mb hoasas Loto, Liao haa حم‎ lajao lue, Lato Lauso Kiso! annie ga. 
IS. plo وني‎ ING) Naa Sja حرفه|‎ figs Qe poss is laa» pase lanoi الا حزم ححخا وي‎ bose Lo. و‎ qe baang اسا‎ ee fia Hise 
eua si, fous Las, — The village name soja, usually transliterated *Urbish, is clearly written with zqofo on the bet here. 
See also the subscriptions on fol. 295v and 339v in the present volume, where Michael refers to himself as ‘Urboyshoyo 
(Esse. .(حةنكخفما,‎ 

5 'There is a further passage (not mentioned by Sachau), apparently reporting some event in 2003 A.Gr. (1691/2 
A.D), in the middle of the page on fol. 216v in the Berlin manuscript. The passage is in Garshuni and is now largely 
illegible. Grigory Kessel, who kindly inspected the manuscript at my request, informs me that the following letters are 
still visible: & / wba .عضا [... اسب حي‎ 
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The view that the excerpts in Yale Syriac 7 were copied from Sachau 81 is also given some sup- 
port by the texts of these excerpts. I give below the variant readings of the excerpts in the Berlin (B) 
and Yale (Y) manuscripts against the text of Chabot's edition of the Chronicle. 


Ed. Chabot, fol. 294v, inner column, 1. 6-19: 7 Pro, deg: B | | 7-9 lois, حصيسدا دحلازها|‎ ds: 
abridged to yoo Isp BY [ka> illegible B] || 9-10 exe عقا‎ = ex, Laxsle loas, Pood ben 
abridged tO opas Lasse Lujan0 BY | | 12 حاحم‌سا: مەسا‎ BY | | 13 hb: om. Y | | 14 LR lag BY | | 
17 sods :®> BY | | 18 ial, ولعخززه:‎ B | | Loses: illegible Y | | 

Ed. Chabot, fol. 168v, middle column 1-29; 169r, middle column, 1-15: 168v 1 las: add. لاق‎ 
[illeg. B] | | 5 وبح‎ JLe ceo 1, Y [illeg. B] | | 8 te ههنت:‎ Y [illeg. B] | | اسدصا: اسةصا‎ Y [illeg. B] | | 17 
حت‎ mL MAls BY | | 25 ix Nl, جصنبها:‎ MAL, Y [illeg. B] | | 29 las: so also B; as Y | | qs: add. lost 
passage BY (no visible variants between B and Y) | | 169r 1 نيم‎ om. Y [illeg. B] | | 4 Lia :La« BY | | 
12-13 amo} ەمقە:‎ 1 BY | | 13 بي‎ Lo BY | | :حسەوۋا‎ so also Y; hya ut vid. B | | 14 باق‎ «3x4 BY | | 


One difference between B and Y that is of significance is the omission of the word JJ. in Y 
(294v 13), since this indicates that the excerpt in B could not have been copied (at least solely) from 
Y. In three cases, Y is in agreement with the text of Chabot’s edition against B (294v 7 وحن سا‎ 8 
ojal 169r 13 Jiyana), but these involve instances of restoration that could have been made by the 
copyist without recourse to another manusctipt. 

One can here only speculate on the circumstances that led to the inclusion of the two excerpts 
in the Berlin manuscript. One important clue is provided by the adjoining piece by Patriarch 
Ni‘matallah, much of which is also concerned with the determination of the date of Easter and with 
which the two excerpts are therefore closely connected in content. In that piece, which was evidently 
addressed to his faithful back home,’ the former patriarch tells us that he reached the solution of 
the problem that was given to him by the Pope and other prelates and scholars on 27th July, 1579 
A.D. It is possible that the longer of the two excerpts formed an appendix to the communication 
sent by Patriarch Ni‘matallah from Rome, but its placement in Sachau 81 speaks against this, and it 
is also unlikely that the patriarch had a copy of the Chronicle with him. It seems more likely that the 
piece by Patriarch Ni‘matallah and the excerpt were brought together by someone who had access to 
the communication from the former patriarch and who was, at the same time, familiar enough with 
the contents of Michael's Chronicle to remember the passage on the events of 570 A.D. One possible 
candidate who fulfils those conditions will be Moses of Mardin, the copyist of the exemplar of the 
Edessa-Aleppo manusctipt.? 


1 A large part of the longer excerpt in Sachau 81 is unfortunately illegible on microfilm. 

?'The piece begins: Luamwo Laroo انیا اضر ابا‎ Ingon Nectar läs) من فضي‎ Doiy Lysol Loy Lin! fae, ub eb ary 
eade Eeuse ەەا‎ Lino محه‌تامه محعصتنا‎ ("Know, my brothers, that the excellent men of modern times in this realm, 
who were assembled from the many different and opulent nations, I mean the Italians, French, Spaniards, Portuguese, 
Germans, Hungarians, Poles, Venetians, and others ...”). 

3 On Moses as the copyist of that exemplar, see Dorothea Weltecke, Die «Beschreibung der Zeiten» von Mor Michael dem 
Grossen (1126-1199) (Louvain: Peeters, 2003), 158-159, with the literature cited there; cf. also the introduction to The 
Widmanstadt-Moses of Mardin Editio Princeps of the Syriac Gospels of 1555. A Facsimile Limited Edition with an Introduction by 
George Anton A. Kiraz (Piscataway: Gorgias Press, 2006). — I have been unable, in the time available, to obtain specimens 
of Moses’ handwriting. The writing in the Berlin manuscript, with the vertical lines of letters leaning up to about 30 de- 
grees to the right, looks different from the more upright letters of the type used in the Gospels published by Widman- 
stetter (which is said to have been modelled on Moses’ handwriting), but is not altogether without similarities to the lat- 
ter in the shapes of some letters. 


XXXV 'THE EDESSA-ALEPPO SYRIAC CODEX 


Lacuna in the Edessa-Aleppo Manuscript 

The passage lost in the Edessa-Aleppo manusctipt and now recovered from the excerpts in Sachau 
81 and Yale Syriac 7 begins just after the letters «zs and ends with gs (Sachau, |. 12-17; Yale, 
p.387, 1. 13-22), so that its absence in the Edessa-Aleppo manuscript can be explained as a typical 
instance of omission due to homoeoteleuton. It will be seen that there is a blank space at the bottom 
of the middle column on fol. 169r in the Edessa-Aleppo manuscript, which is just large enough to 
have been filled if the lost passage had been present. It is likely, in other words, that the passage was 
still present in the immediate exemplar used by Michael of *Urboysh in preparing the Edessa-Aleppo 
manusctipt and he secured sufficient space for copying the column with it, but inadvertently made 
an omission in copying the text and never checked to see why the blank was left. 

It is of note that the Garshuni version of Michael's Chronicle does not have this lacuna. This 
leads us to conclude that the Garshuni version was not made from the Edessa-Aleppo manuscript 
ot a descendant thereof. The relevant passage in the Sadad manuscript reads as follows (fol. 173v, 
middle column, 1. 26-36): 


^A کەو‎ e pS J ol? الاسم‎ po صحمب‎ call pe goes مدهو‎ Joss او‎ J Cdi pa M میک كد‎ eese. 
مدده. هيجت 3 مج كريب‎ aN aa wo M و هد‎ 9004 Joss, bing کەو وحنب مس کب نوه کر‎ «9 po لہ‎ bes 
... میم‎ he SA du هب‎ Wo oe هب‎ yoouSs 


I offer below a translation of the longer excerpt found in the Berlin and Yale manuscripts, plac- 
ing in braces ({}) the parts that are missing in the Edessa-Aleppo manuscript. 


In the year 881 {of the Greeks}, which was the fourth [year of the 
reign] of Justin [and] the last of the nineteen-year period of the 
Chronicle of Eusebius according to the computation of 532 years, 
there was confusion about the Fast, and they wrote about it from the 
East to John, Patriarch of Constantinople. When it was ordered that 
a cateful determination” [be made] for all the feasts according to the 
computation we have mentioned, that of Nativity and Epiphany were 
in order, but the rest were in confusion. They ought to have begun 
the Fast of that year on 23rd Shbat, but some began on 16th and 
others on 29th? In the end, everyone was ordered to celebrate 
Easter together. The Jews, at the end of the nineteen-year period, 
celebrate the Passover on 6th Nisan, so that they have the beginning 
of the next nineteen-year period on 25th Adar. — The end of this year 
coincided with the end of the nineteen-year period — i.e. [their Pass- 
over should have been] on Sunday, 6th Nisan, and ours on Sunday, 





1 With thanks to George A. Kiraz for allowing me to see the facsimile edition of this manuscript prior to publica- 
tion. — The confusion of the date of Easter in 881 A.Gr. does not appear to be among the events of the reign of Justin II 
whose records are retained in the abridged Armenian version(s) of Michael's Chronicle (the account is absent in the 
French translation by Victor Langlois, Chronique de Michel le Grand, patriarche des syriens jacobites, traduite pour la première fois sur 
la version arménienne du prêtre Lscbó& [V enice: Académie de Saint-Lazare, 1868], 201-208; I have not seen the editions of the 
Armenian texts). 

2 The excerpt in Y has the plural اما‎ here (illegible in B), but the Edessa-Aleppo manuscript and the Garshuni 
version (Sadad) have the word in singular (p .لاسدصا:‎ 

3 So in the excerpts in B and Y, as well as in the Edessa-Aleppo manuscript and the Sadad manuscript of the Gar- 
shuni version. This must be an error for “9th” as already noted by Chabot in his translation. 


EXCERPTS FROM THE CHRONICLE OF PATRIARCH MICHAEL I 


13th {Nisan. For whenever the Jews celebrate [the Passover] on a 
Sunday, we wait until the next Sunday, because our Feast follows af- 
ter that of the Jews. [That is] because [it was] after their Passover 
[that] Christ was sacrificed, and that is our Passover. The Jews cele- 
brated on 4th Nisan, and we on 6th of that month. That of the Jews 
ought to have been on 6th and ours on 13th.} Confusion similar to 
this occurred again in the year 976, after an interval of 95 years, in the 
209th year of the 532-year cycle. A similar confusion occurred again 
after 190 years concerning the beginning of the Fast in the year 1166 
of the Greeks, which was the 399th year in that 532-year cycle. 
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The Edessa-Aleppo Syriac Codex of the 
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ی‎ Sits hn Tat etl en a à IES چ .ه‎ ona مهو معدم‎ = 
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حزؤ حد[ ك[وو: م(/ دعب sage! e ws‏ وحه Tal‏ وسک $15 : رات sanies‏ 
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حهبتاییت هرز basses xs lan s 12 NOR‏ مه ig‏ حمدة از Jost aes S‏ ج 
e Per ee Fe‏ مدز سف و(,و Tu PERI UN sls‏ 
جه ؤ «nos qaa.‏ طنره وخوم وه TN‏ فن حدەد| veo‏ هیلا 

spades! مث‎ 9 hc: X أ حرمت وموم‎ TE هو مصو‎ de, a R 
وم د اس اكه شدخ وسمرن( پیز وایوس.‎ johal اوح ضمي من‎ ۳ 
SR: elio طن مب‎ ie ghe oa E3199 qo Qa ممق‎ Fare g اه‎ ; 
. و هب۸(‎ zren i G9) sa.) N . Sotho] لأحاهمهووحدرب ض‎ 9x9] Sas) بن‎ 
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hass [oo وناو دللممل. 3 ]9 مم( لصهه صم مق وم[‎ io و‎ BS Se Sl > 
Jas jos [lok aso d GaN كينها‎ y Maids hey do] dso ERN PD] چ مدمه‎ 
|واەۈۋ.‎ $4) de EE وف‎ E د‎ . unn vide eo امیت من در‎ 2 s 
Nasa Saco L5 vise pay وساحل. على ديرن‎ Does مه 1 تاه كمف شش مي‎ 
uod piso فدح[‎ be Py pa ٠ verbo] مره(‎ Aa jon مه مەز ملت مز‎ 
خرن( دم و۸‎ REA حاروصا, الاح‎ viso eo حح‎ fads quo gaslas] مد‎ 
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, موسي‎ to منک خاد ف‎ Lal) pol وحن . و مه‎ aas دا م مد‎ Sot) E 
, oo Wenn ا ی‎ do. fa ko] ومن[ وت‎ qoc Hueso مہم(‎ s 
لع دایص مضخ: لزم من ون‎ . votjols Mal همم‎ aol ge das H 


` . مه وم( ووامسحملا‎ eertsoll q1.9] glasad i "Nam. oos سیم‎ venae 11] ب‎ 
c» همه هذ‎ ODl: Qana x5 . (2[دإ مھ عمد :مهه + همده‎ as 

do ema ioe! >‏ ون[ ولا 2 cho‏ محل 
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TO) مده !+ درد( و¿‎ band مجم‎ Los وم [و هه وسا‎ page] هلات د[ ومد‎ t 
ود دها ام‎ gin مه‎ v0 [con's ایب‎ Asamo: 3 laras محه/ ذل حبی‎ OOS dang 

X Gti co ems jabs ci] Selatan 75 ٠و راواه‎ Pagel مج‎ MRD iV ہم‎ | 
مب مدن متسه‎ Na 3o qiio و صوصف‎ 4 p جواوبه.‎ [E> Doin dso vandal > 
, Lios Jeo ومهه‎ Q1} U.S] دد مصعى‎ ۰ glans مخ‎ aas Go) lss > 
مر‎ cuu ...دبا ممص اهيفو هداو مب‎ Qdary اهنت جکر من وما(‎ pond) .: 
p وك وطصه‌ص م ون[‎ Faass در‎ Sas], من ومنه/‎ ANI به مصعم هته‎ 

"dels a a. Ea.) أده مدعف‎ 3 Er em ومصعمحی‎ ol o 
, مد مدد‎ DIAS GD) ممعمف مضه لاوز #وصحهفها. دہ حم نوتف‎ | 

س Sal olo‏ شم[ مق بات رمف كر |متعممت مضه ھە زد من Merian‏ 
el‏ کر eatin POSH inplaas de‏ مني Ca OS‏ من میب مكمه | 
SS ace] ca! »‏ مث 2) وكمزود/مل. 7م ام GD]‏ لاف dorm daSate‏ مث Sands‏ 

Jas و عصهعهژسی ]19 لالم‎ << kahol e] >] «Qaa. م‎ 
3 Ue حمصهيم.‎ gad] EAN . proof cao, gor OE 

. 0 > 0» vito do an Add مت کو‎ LE ray do إمحصمف :مر‎ 

EGOS ENTER . لام معععه حص‎ ade رس‎ ol > 


| ووب اھت RA‏ مع دەم( Areas‏ 
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+ هوت افم OR P pal SPSL‏ اھچ ها مص مم Ege‏ 
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0S‏ مدن[ وخحمدهی » jos m‏ :2 صل ازع ی ره aS‏ 5 حلم وح[ 
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liss فه‌یمل‎ caos از( مب جد‎ tico «ato e فهر‎ acis, eio كسمه <ه ها[ مب ور و‎ | quaa. |^ d 
ر‎ yield وم‎ ont qo تاج هه‎ axo م متف[ م آمه سم‎ poe as! hes 
داري‎ hing تمق من‎ enis fio] clan رح د د‎ e NEN, doy s مد‎ ate چک اکھت‎ i 

ENNET liss «3 gD o] aas, M Ye‏ دد هام صفز aAA‏ مل oy ing‏ +1 کی 

bP Soo enasjao «i, *‏ وخا edass qe‏ إن أو ودف آهب liy qo T6 6 Do‏ وهنظ|. 

1 وأو وه‎ load مب‎ i-o ص مهم‎ . eL و[ و‎ ees GS! e Max o غه‎ Ag 
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أ ammo 90] f‏ ی فل م Liag lioas‏ ۰ 0 مل 2 همذ alala‏ حمدد | ya a'r‏ $ 
exo] S4. | |‏ مد Ass‏ مر حه هه بې وه د اه Aaa deo‏ )20 و عمل اجا 


Ba‏ ممعت ARS Sito‏ من ره 9[ .]169 مد مدت Pho)‏ وامكه‌هه oan do‏ وحن اصم. 
l Ro Saal JH‏ مم وا NL,‏ 9'[ بیر ممحت مش bP‏ | مم ون وم هی مها 
یت وم امتا صم Sof)‏ عد مب Dds‏ ۳۹ نج sna SS As PS] «saa.‏ ص ون( iso,‏ اهدص 
asi, 300 :‏ منز hes «os v dott‏ واه‌هب . P‏ سحمه qo] 7S do‏ ون( ویقندا/ وه و( وآموی. 
ci‏ و متسه PA Gd)‏ دي ioios fisas‏ دا مدمث[ هف لمؤين vo‏ ونا ء tomas [noa‏ 
Lan 2‏ هو هی م siso loas‏ الموتسميى کو مسي احم من وبا[ حه و harass‏ 3 
Aoi Vass |‏ متصمص. 2 usilin uel].‏ مشیم hagy‏ ا۰150" 
edid 2‏ سای کاوسم Re‏ یچ رل V. ses des‏ 
pc 1 5 i‏ (همصعبي مب vite‏ مهممب 1399 as‏ مھ Vl] aol‏ مد مده/ مث oas‏ و . 
Ea s Awas OSN aalw. p>, S2, lens qo ۳۳ s |‏ 
sani ciao dato o‏ مث ون( asais alheel. — onary‏ مع ونا پروهت. 
Saar, X‏ عن لضعم م هو[ BS a) holes x, vat jols‏ 7 
eS Doe] |‏ وححه و صب NS. wargoly /Va] do‏ محمهت Lo |Sadad)‏ : 
| ا RIL‏ جوز حفرب eli. wo‏ لل مسحت aAa h [Seamed]‏ 
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moe [eb sero o de 6| £o fies 





vise gio WIS jodan] ایی ف‎ [nas وبا وجامپ‎ co ers do] هلان‎ c 
مه‌مصلم و‎ f ۳ E RAO o biles Sana! veo Nims مه‎ 
عنم[ و9 دحم( وماحم طب ل‎ Wooo و ددم كو‎ ALi ۰ of ہے دإ مدت $9)2 مدصمصها مد[‎ )9 ane 


> a ^ 2 ۱ 
روت‎ "Nas «la sa io] No Lom همع من ون[ وک۸ كه ب وس‎ Ndon.a. 200130.» 9 A, 


2$ شخ‎ ahaaa noxa] مس‎ : pany shan je] X pam tenuis 1 

v Jen To مب‎ i mne مدي اذو‎ orld E | 
i dS مب‎ corso معا مدوخ‎ pacers و‎ “a مب حمهه‎ dex; pala] > 

phim & لأممتمحده‎ pu ame cer تما‎ vato مدمه مل‎ + Alo عند امه‎ — 4 | 

4 Y Là S ames $e NS, late a. orsi iga lose N وه ا آصنصو‎ 9 i 


1 Maxis وممكه‎ )*Soas كب‎ ofS odes که مر‎ ۳ ۳ 


LAVAS 
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. هايا طم‎ siooas وخ > مب‎ jas gale) درم‎ de ۶ فک‎ wise ون(‎ SoM alua s 
^ L^ guo] “anac 0/2 pr, J% ھە‎ 


1 dd iso y مث وير[‎ Men ت مومت‎ ١ 
Joris ص‎ mme د هم زح ان‎ visi, و‎ “SES 5 9 


مرس 


qantas »‏ أو طط مس ووو[ . [iGo Biol aol‏ مج S agha‏ 
SAh‏ دز wo‏ وما( وحم .2 Las‏ اهک hasn‏ = 
د امه 235 ما وبه مه ون[ ؤحدا وحاس ido ans asd ne‏ سمصه وملتط وه .. 
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| ۰ Loi ند و اهنت زاس مب‎ js اس هی‎ Josan] eov 
| lue nri nre eeu سیخ‎ Auat فب‎ me! p C 
am ملم وا وکاب‎ yD BP) aas, bs) we gif | b 
rejoj د ست م یو ف‎ do اکت لها‎ asilo اقب . له‎ viso g ون(‎ qo LN Sel eiie] = 
Ju هنو دمه مرن‎ | satis 43.51 vise زرحام وما‎ SP er e 
. pals Jade مب‎ BO) amas, م‎ SS, viso g مب ون[‎ seh $2.2) مددعك‎ 7 
Jag یه سا ۵ و مندعه هه مل وم‎ aay Naon viso وس[ و‎ wo معمزسها‎ ifs ره وی‎ = 
وما( واه وس‎ do أشنت تاهاه‎ cas) وهنا صي . ذل‎ lioas فی‎ GS il دد وهب‎ 
R « ون( وه ص‎ oe aaa S10] دس‎ se Se end, مہ‎ oS اتو‎ gaslas] كر‎ 
Jis لصف م ونا‎ aio quits? Joo . shy wens eas 
clans مد وی‎ jaaa مدد 1[ ومو[ انقو‎ Je 15325 $) Dolo هت‎ Go) کم مه‌ست‎ 
sus’ vidos لو ریا ون(‎ gol ier ge. و ده وما‎ es من‎ pA gual) ola ب‎ 
JR LUE o artc اب‎ ~am) Sadas] liss مني‎ aa 92.9) aas; y 
51399] 5 م‎ [97S للخ هتدقف‎ SS reire gere pee 3 
. Peso Ls دهد هه زىڭ 0919 لهمت‎ 5 LA s isoon qe اب‎ 
yum و‎ lisas go 2مم‎ S هد لهد‎ ew vui anis 


Jim وهی م ون(‎ | entre) لقص من »421512 تقب‎ EM 
Ibe dela. ب لد‎ eine $. d et Asus 
eS 4 من‎ gD) مد‎ ~ CT ومن(‎ «o حت وه‎ Mo aaa, ١ ۱ 


dise pM P um eS, «i 1: eden 
7۰۱ 9 حت‎ o aaas مچ ومن و هماه ها‎ T 
. صذ.ههه[‎ eo viad چ‎ ql ~ama coh) IS | REM ها آهب همم و هدنل من‎ jo 
. من ولا وهل تسمل‎ mm AÀ کک مضل‎ 3 m4 IS ونا وده(‎ e a iege مد‎ 
۰ ا لات بای‎ La) 9 BS) لسع‎ JARA 9 ون[‎ zu Histo مادام مه ددتحصمتته‎ 
مممب م مدي مك‎ aa io 3 $ LL. مب وبا7‎ 
ی کا هدن سم‎ So) E Cem sot] vito qo anas کے‎ Genie © 
مب ود و‎ ai لأم'منه هن‎ G8) سم‎ ۹ . esl? EET 1 
els, Jing ب‎ ESEN tao :ها ل وأومر.‎ 
وت وها‎ de ac? ون( وموك‎ do abso Jada × 
ess ees d aN Lbs Mins E e 
inca) exa] .eMaa- visos he 9 مب‎ ato pars! از‎ 
Jaano صم فنصم"‎ - . 6et3o]* Woh bs!) Bee مهن‎ © 
۴ ٩ من مدت مه‌محل‎ Lans lisas فب‎ ogi gie] ass, ۸ 
plas كله‎ Weinen NIRE Tis JS مه ممم مق[‎ 20 pot aa كاز‎ asa 
“قب هم مد[‎ 311]o وهگه جه‎ | ons abolas ممر‎ QI حف يد‎ Jane, à 
ومن كسمةة‎ oh. yo A 
1 
مهاه [ ده‎ vise مامت حاب‎ LL] مها‎ | Nas: وم حر‎ Roas ال :دلقم‎ e 
3 gt Set, DO E ET a 7 z 
eise! IM ۾ منتمصا مد‎ G22] esas c R$ de ا هته زم‎ 
سکف‎ estas de هته‎ X 2o ۱ jen مز توح[ ملم وا ویب‎ poania] 2 
visos los «io PERRE وومنيا. مب‎ HS جما © مان‎ ja Auto ga. ico و‎ 
Maas lioas احج هه همعصي مب‎ paia] .[ مه مم وو‎ o qe. هدؤ ممص شل لزه‎ 8 
Taa oito مخ ون[ و‎ La aue S > . eo] 415a], مد‎ ١ PSl oaia) > 
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مجع دی 


Rma e a y إا كد رمتا‎ pm. 
e a أهم من‎ SS) cm ن رسسا‎ Asad pa paris) م‎ 


rue من ونم‎ AD هلص‎ aolas وط[‎ eo Ai لاحب : میاه‎ 
5 nd EE eh cio» is من‎ DoS e 

ponas: Jes qe oen ds ib pers] 5 Nani iso ونژ و‎ qo lia Eo] ola X 

enio; مه ار من ون(‎ : apes Hanse E p 


Jn 


aan eie s و‎ 9 .» 3 sous viso و‎ |i g مث‎ AA as له‎ i 
uas وان‎ li; EE S JA Lolasi اکت نز ؤحما مي‎ o 2 |: 
MEAS visos دنج وما ,9 كه حماوه من ون[‎ fei BAI | هاه‌ن‎ + 


ls مب ون‎ LS) اهبو‎ RRR وما‎ vo ered eo] مھا‎ soo ند‎ 
agi Vr ei n E ei ain gS e 
vengo]; 1 co لله كم‎ oho S. مہ محه| وا‎ NE gon 
عدت‎ liye ees لوز‎ Bal aai وي قم تم‎ ee ai Sota 
هلم وم[ ووا د‎ BOTW PES sie 2.9) دلي مهكد و رم؟ هف‎ 
Venio] 9 15a], لاحاب مث‎ iol mos). Jisas حوفي من ون[‎ Sil aS حامب‎ c 
وعدم‎ a, vse, | ملو‎ ram ga رد < 2 أمظ‎ Jes مه وما(‎ [sols o9] [ool هل‎ 
jene vito وب[ و‎ eo DIAS gale ols 9 — ها‎ aio] AEST عد مه ممل‎ 
. be Ba TR Jia وٺو‎ eo aN aS sool x 
is فص‎ pagent a أ ول‎ Noe ۱ SS 
و عکهه‎ IBS men 
SES CSS EQ aee T o7 RT es Fue Pad 
wa vo وم وكمزه و مه( و‎ RATE اک‎ 
^ ] اد‎ ere سره من‎ ee | 
۰ ون وجا سمل‎ eio eo SAR HS eas» sae iue TEN ما م‎ NE 


Qo لاو وه‎ EAT eao © لمعف ] حرحه‎ 4 
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الز عفر ان» وصددء وآمدء ودير مار مرقس» ولندن. وتبقى ترجمة المطران مار غريغوريوس 


نفعنا الله ببرکات مار میخائیل الکبیر وجعل تاریخه lade‏ للجميع. 


z 


المشرق رعيته حسبء بل في الغرب والشمال والجنوب أيضاً. وكانت الحكمة والنعمة الإلهية 
وحلاوة علمه اللذيذ يُذهل كل السامعين / بنطق اللسان وبالكتابة» حتى أن الجمیع» ليس الأصدقاء 
والمحبون حسبء بل الغرباء أيضاً وكل الشعب. اعترفوا وشهدوا بأن ذلك الانتخاب ls.‏ ليس من 
الإنسان ولا بواسطة إنسانء إنما هو من المسيح الاله الذي ميزه منذ الأحشاء» Jia‏ صموئيل 
وسائر المختارین» وأقامه في عصرنا الغارب وحده عموداً في كنيسته بنعمته. إذن أنا الشيخ 
الواهي» إذ امتلأت نفسي المتضايقة تعزية عظيمة بخبر انتصاراته» اشتقت إلى رؤيته المقدسة قبل 
انحلال حياتي المليئة بغصات هذا العالم. ولذا فأني استدعيت هذا الصفى elai caudal‏ عندي؛ 
فشكرت وأشكر الرب الذي منه تنحدر كل عطية صالحة وکل هبة كاملةء كما ale‏ يعقوب الرسول 
الإلهي. فمجدت (الله) بدموع حرىء وأنا اعترف بأني لست قادراً على أداء الشكر كما ينبغي على 
موهبة كهذه التي بها حلت النعمة على ابني هذاء الذي أعطيه بركاتي القلبية باللسان وبهذه الكتابة 
التي سطرتها يدي الهرمتان» وأنا واثق من أن الرب يضيف له المواهب دوماء ومع بركاتي يكمل 
وينجز له كل الخيرات والنعم AY‏ أيضا... 

كلنا أمل ob‏ تاريخ مار میخائیل السرياني بحسب المخطوط المحفوظ في كنيسة مار 
جرجس في حي السريان / حلب» والذي يرى النور لأول ja‏ سيكون لفائدة الباحثين غیرهم؛ 
وهذا المخطوط بحسب ما هو مذكور فيه هو بخط المطران ميخائيل العوربيشي» أنجزها يوم كان 
راهباً عام /1558/: أي بعد /369/ سنة على وفاة البطريرك» وعنها أخذ المستشرق الأب يوحنا 
شابو نسخة خطها خطاط في الرها اسمه الشماس كورية سنة /2199/ يونانية أي /1888 de‏ 
ونشرها بالتصوير الضوئي في باريس سنة /1899/» أي توجد /341/ سنة بين كتابة نسخة حلب 
TID NET EC‏ تل على $e ho teh ee P OE OR NE E NI UT‏ 
الأب شابوء LS‏ لا يوجد لدينا دليل بأن الأخطاء الواردة في نسخة الأب شابو موجودة أيضاً في 

والجدير بالذكر أنه قبل أن يخرج تاريخ مار ميخائيل بالسريانية إلى النور كان الغرب 
يعتمد على نسخة أرمنية مختصرة نقلها من السريانية إلى الأرمنية القن بشوع ابن الشمامن 
يعقوب ابن توما الشرقي من مواليد حسن كيفا سنة /1245 م/ bliy‏ على طلب قسطنطین الأول 
جاثليق الارمن» وهي الترجمة التي أجرى عليها بعض التعديلات وطبعها في أور ليم الراهب 
وارطان» ونقلت إلى الفرنسية. كما كان لهذا التاريخ ترجمة بالعربية نقلها يوحنا شقير الصددي 
مطران دمشق عام /1759 م/ بلغة عربية ملحونة. ولهذا النقل خمس نسخ موجودة في مكتبة دير 


من ملك بيزنطة عمانوئيل» وكان يحمل رسائل تدعو إلى السلام» وتطلب إلى البطريرك أن يقيم 
وحدة مع البيزنطيين» وعندما عرض رأيه کتابة» وكتب عن الإيمان الأرثوذكسي بحسب إيمان 
كنيسته رفض الخلقيدونيون اقتراحاته» رغم أن البطريرك كان على دراية كافية بنتائج الانقسام 
ولهذا نراه يكتب قائلاً : بأننا لم نهتم بإيفاد رسول وجواب رسائل إلى الملك وإلى جميع 
الخلقيدونيين لغرض آخر سوى أن نظهر استقامة إيماننا. 

رغم كل الظروف الصعبة لم يهمل مار ميخائيل الكبير الناحية الفكرية» فلقد نظم Quo‏ 
القصائدء واهتم بقوانين المجامم» وسن بعض القوانين منها /29/ قانوناً في دير مار حنانياء 
Qe Dat 0273‏ سته 1/1741 a aou‏ تالا فقوي الكت ssh‏ خا وة 
ليتورجية على حروف الأبجدية» وحسايتان إحداهما لمار برصوم وكذلك اهتم بخطب الأعياد 
والاحاد» ویعتبر اهتمامه بالطقوس الکن‌سية مکملاً لما قام به مار یعقوب لرهاوي 
(5/حزیران/708 +(« وربما بعد هذا البطريرك لم یحصل أي دراسة اصلاحية للطقوس في 
کنیستنا الا ما قام به مار غریغوریوس يوحنا ابن العبري. ولکن شهرة مار ميخائيل جاءت من 
کتابه في التاریخ الذي جمع فيه تواریخ مهمة فقدت. أو مازالت مفقودة أو ناقصة مثل : تاريخ 
مار یعقوب الرهاوي /708 +/۰ وتاريخ مار دیونیسیوس التلمحري /845 +/ وغیرهماء ونشر 
هذا المخطوط بالسريانية في أقدم نسخة له يلقي ضوءاً على أهمية محتوی هذا المخطوط النفیس. 

ونختم هذه المعلومات عن مار ميخائيل الكبير بوصيته الأخيرة التي ختم بها حياته» وهذا 
النص هو بحسب ما ورد في تاريخ الرهاوي المجهول : 

إني استحلفك بالله الحي بألا تتجاوز على أحد هذه الأمور التي كتبتها في هذه الوصية» بل 
أن تدبر الكنائس والأديرة بأمانة» وأن تعطي كل واحد حسب وصيتي. وإذا كنت بعيداً في وقت 
موتي» فهو ذا قد وضعت pal‏ | ومنعاً صارماً في الوصية بألا يُفتح باب قلايتي إلى أن تصل. 

ميخائيل الشيخ الضعيف» بنعمة الله بطريرك الكرسي الرسولي الأنطاكي» عبد يسوع 
المسيح إله الکل» الذي برحمته ونعمته تلقى ابني بالروح وابن أخي بالجسدء يعقوب ابن العزاءء 
تربية مقدسة منذ نعومة الأظفار إلى اكتمال العمر. وإذ ذاك شاء الروح القدس بأحكامه التي لا 
تفحصء كما هو معتاد أن يختار من يشاءء فاختاره لرئاسة الكهنوت في الكنيسةء وفيها رسم على 
يدي حقارتي وأقيم رئيس أساقفة للمنطقة الشرقية» وأعلن اسمه غريغوريوسء وشيئاً فشيئاء حسبما 
قيل في الكتاب المقدسء كما أن النار المضطرمة في مادة صالحة تزداد لهيباً وتبهج كل الناظرين 
إليهاء كذلك الروح القدس آیضاء حینما أضاء قداسته في طبيعة طاهرة؛ لم ينر ضياء علمه في 


- 


حنانيا وهو اليوم دير الزعفران» في أطراف ماردينء القلعة السريانية الصامدةء واتخذه مقرا 
للكرسي الأنطاكي» وبقي هكذاء إلى أن نقله البطريرك أفرام الأول برصوم /1957 +/ إلى حمص 
سنة /1933/« والبطريرك يعقوب الثالث /1980 +/ إلى دمشق سنة /1959/. 

بدأ البطريرك مار ميخائيل الكبير عمله بزيارات رعوية من أنطاكية إلى آورشلیم» وخدم 
/33/ سنة بهمة عالية» وإدارة حكيمة» إلى أن نقله الله إليه في 7/تشرين الثانيی/1199 فدفن في 
مقبرة أحبار أنطاكية العظام في دير مار برصوم. 

لقد كان الظرف المحيط بعهد مار ميخائيل مضطربا جدا سياسياًء إذ كانت الدولة العباسية 
تحتضرء والضعف يتفشى في كل آرجائه» وكانت حملات الفرنجة تواصل احتلالاتها» وقد كتب 
مار ميخائيل في تاريخه عن شعوره وهو يشاهد الأحداث الأليمة الحاصلة في المنطقةء بعد احتلال 
القدس : إن الكلام لعاجز عن التعبير عن جميع الإهانات والمذلات والاحتقار التي أصابت الشعب 
المسيحي المضطهد في دمشق» وحرّان» وآمدء وماردين» والموصلء وفي سائر أنحاء المملكة. 
aly‏ يتكمل مار میخائیل فقط من gall‏ السياسي المضطرب وانما من داخل الكنيسة dole Linh‏ 
ضربات daa ga‏ فبعض المطارنة ناصبوه العداء» منهم : يوحنا القالونيقي الذي عزله البطريرك 
سنة /۰/1174 فحرض حاکم ماردین وأمیر الموصل علی البطریرگ» وعانی BS‏ ا من cà AE‏ 
المتمرد تاودروس بن وهبون الملطي الذي حاول اختلاس البطريركية وفعلاً رسمه أربعة من 
المطارنة المطرودین بطريركاً دخيلاً باسم یوحنا عام /1180/ في دیاربکر» وحاول أن یختلس 
المفريانية بعد وفاة المفریان يوحناء ولم تنته هذه القلاقل التي اضطرت البطريرك على Alii a!‏ 
إلا بعد وفاة ابن وهبون Cus‏ تخلصت من شره. 

یتناول المؤرخ الرهاوي المجهول /1234 fe‏ في تاريخه بعض محطات من سيرة مار 
میخائیل الکبیر فبینما یکشف عن الأحداث المولمة التي رافقته أثناء خدمته کبطريرك ولکنه في 
الوقت ذاته يُشير إلى الاستقبال الکبیر الذي جری له في مدينة الرهاء وکان مطرانها يومكذٍ 
باسیلیوس شومنه. وفي السابع من أيار عام /1167/ دخل مار میخائیل إلى آنطاكية باحتفال مهيب 
وإكرام لا بوصف. وأدخله الفرنج إلى كنيسة بطرس الرسول» وجلس على السدة البطرسية 
الموجودة في كنيسة قسینا في الجهة الجنوبية» ومکث البطريرك فیها الصيف AIS‏ ورسم في هذه 
السنة في أنطاكية أساقفة کثیرین. 

ومن مآثر البطريرك أنه Gl‏ المطران مار ديونيسيوس ابن الصليبي» بكلمة بليغة مقدرا 
مکانته في الكنيسة المقدسة. ومنها أیضا : أنه في سنة /1173/ dad‏ رسو V‏ باسم کریستوفورس 


والشعراء» الذین زرا صفحة العطاء الفكري لعدة قرون deas‏ مق القرن الثالث وحتی القرن 
الرابع عشر للمیلاد. 

ولد مار میخائیل في عام /1126 م/ من Alle‏ سريانية آرتوذكسية یسمیها ابن العبري 

: آل قنداسي» yee CAL Ss‏ باسم القس ایلیا آل قنداسي» وکان عمه آثناسیوس زکا 

i jhe‏ لمدينة عين زربة إحدى مدن قيليقية الواقعة على نهر جيحان. 

انتسب مار میخائیل إلى دير مار برصوم الشهیر - وقد اكتشفت أثاره قبل أعوام ‏ هذا 
الدير أصبح مقرأ للكرسي الأنطاكي منذ القرن الحادي عشر وحتى الثالث عشرء إذ انتقل الكرسي 
البطريركي إلى دير الزعفران» وكان البطريرك السرياني قبلها يعيش في كورة USUS‏ منها : 
في دير تلعدا الشهير. 

درس مار ميخائيل في دير مار برصوم ثم أقيم رئيساً عليه لمدة عشر سنوات» وف Sia‏ 
رئاسة الدير على مطرانية آمد الذي عرضت عليه من قبل البطريرك أثناسيوس الثامن الذي عندما 
توفي في سنة /۰/1166 اجتمع المطارنة في دير فسقين الواقع على ضفة الفرات في مكان غير 
بعيد عن مدينة ملاطيةء وبعد مشاورات ومداولات لانتخاب بطريرك جديد قر رأيهم على الاقتراع 
لثلاثة أسماء وهم : الربان غالب الشيخ» والربان سهدا من جبل الرهاء والربان ميخائيل رئيس دير 
مار برصوم» ولكن الربان ميخائيل الذي كان على علم ومعرفة بما يجري في الكنيسةء ونظرا 
TENERE NOI NE IE ONIS ETC LEID‏ 
الخطيرء وعندما أقنعوه بضرورة الموافقة» اشترط على جميع المطارنة أن يعاهدوه على التقيد 
بقوانين البيعة» فرضي بعضهم. ولم یطاوعه بعضهم «SY!‏ بل عارضوه فنهض مار 
دیونیسیوس يعقوب ابن الصليبي مطران آمد /1172 +/ وهو الشهير بشرحه للعهدين القديم 
والجديدء وألقى خطبة بليغة آثرت كثيراً في كل المطارنة جاء فیها : إننا منذ سنين طويلة نحن 
وآباؤنا ذوو الذكر الطيب نشعر بنخس الضمير الذي يمزقناء لأننا لا نسير بموجب القوانین 
المجمعية التي سنت لاستئصال الضلال وسوء الاستعمال وإصلاح شؤون الطائفة» والآن بعد أن 
حرك الله خيرة من اختیر راعياً علینا ليعيد رونق القوانین الأبوية» فهل يسوغ لنا أن نقاوم إرادته 
؟ الحق أقول لكم كل من لا يطاوع فهو إبليس. 

هذه الخطبة أثرت كثيراً في الحضورء فرضي الأساقفة بمعاهدة البطريرك على التقيد 
بقوانين الكنيسةء واحتفلوا بتنصيب مار ميخائيل عام /1166/ في حفلة كنسية نادرة» وذكر 
a‏ پر کشا ats‏ دنه آن OR‏ معطو انا Vig as‏ وجنام ويس Cd ais‏ الى نزن ها 


مار غريغوريوس يوحنا ابراهيم 
متروبوليت حلب 


كان حلمي منذ 4/آذار/1979» عندما اختارني الله لأكون مطراناً على حلب» أن GI‏ في 
يوم من الأيام مخطوط تاريخ مار ميخائيل الكبير المحفوظ في كنيسة مار جرجس ‏ حي 
السريان» وهي إحدى كنائس أبرشيتي» مطبوعاء ليكون في متناول اليد خاصة بين المستشرقين 
والباحثين والمؤرخين الذين يرون في هذا التاريخ مصدرا مهما من مصادر التاريخ عند السريان 
بکل مذاهبهم. 

وفي سنة /1996/ و لول مرة طبعنا هذا التاریخ باللغة العربية ضمن منشورات دار 
ماردین - الرها في حلب» وقد تعب مار غریغوریوس صلیبا شمعون رئيس أساقفة کنیستنا في 
الموصل بترجمة هذا الکتاب وکان بوده أن یقارن بين نسخة شابو والنسخة الموجودة عندنا» ولم 
خضل داك 

وبين 11-8/آذار/2008 استقبلت آبرشية حلب. وبینهم السریان الرهاویون في حي 
السریان مجموعة من الباحئین لتقدیم دراسات عن مار یعقوب الرهاوي 5/حزیران/708 e‏ 
بمناسبة مرور ذکری /1300/ سنة على رقاده في دير نلعدا الشهیر» وتمنی المستشرقون خلال 
الاحتفالية روية مخطوط مار میخائیل الکبیر وتقدموا بطلب إمكانية طباعته للمرة الأولى كما هو 
وباللونین الأسود والاحمر. كان یحتاج الأمر إلى قرار من المجلس الملي في مرعيث مار 
جرجسء GY‏ هذا المخطوط ملك لخزانة كنيسة المرعيث» وفیها SÍ‏ من /300/ مخطوطة 
سريانية هي Us‏ مخطوطات الرها. ولم أكن آتخیل بأن الأمور ستکون ميسرة كما حصلء فها 
نحن نقدم للطبع تاريخ مار میخائیل الکبیر المخطوط الذي كان محفوظا Y f‏ في خزانة کنی Uia‏ 
في الرهاء والیوم aie‏ في حلب» و أملنا أن یکون لفائدة القر اء. 

غرف مار میخائیل ب : الکبیرء للأعمال المميزة التي أتى بها خلال خدمته کبطریرك 
في ظروف صعبة عاشتها کنیسته. وب السرياني إشارة إلى انتمانه إلى هذه الكنيسة العريقة» التي 
أغنت صفحة التراث بالنتاج الفكري للمعلمينء والملاففة:؛ والب‌احئین والعلماء والادبای 


oœ ő Di مها‎ las MS تن‎ /341/ Aa o ./1899/ Nea 
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